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A cornerstone for the city 



FOR the first time in the United 
Kingdom, all the main 
denominations have combined to 
build a church. It will be jointly 
owned by the Baptist Union, the 
Church of England, the 
Methodist Church, the Roman 
Catholic Church and the United 
Reformed Church, with as much 
sharing of. worship and decision- 
making as denominational rules 
allow. 

Building work on Milton 
Keynes’ new ecumenical City 
Church of Christ the Cor- 
nerstone is expected to begin by 
the end of the summer, and it is 
hoped that the trustees will be 
able to meet in the new church 
on Easter Day 1991 for its 
dedication. 

Expectancy 

Speaking on his Visitation to 
the city on June 7 the Bishop of 
Oxford said: “The City Church 
will stand as a witness to the life 
of Milton Keynes as a whole. 
There is in the city a ‘joyful ex- 
pectancy’. ” 

The Parish of Christ the Cor- 
nerstone has been worshipping 
together in temporary accom- 
modation in the Central Library 
since 1981. Sunday morning 
services are filled almost to 
overflowing with more than one 
hundred Christians from the 
Anglican and Free Churches 
taking part. Roman Catholics 


also use the “church-in-the- 
library” for a weekly Mass. 

The final designs for the 
ecumenical church have recently 
been approved. The new 
buildings will feature a central 
worship area for 600 people 
with a domed cupola and lantern 
within a square court. ( 

The supporting accommoda- 
tion which encloses it includes 
a reception area with bookshop, 
coffee shop and chapel, offices 
for the Christian Council and the 
Peace and Justice Centre, and 
two halls and four meeting 
rooms for the Church’s pro- 
grammes and community hire. 
There will also be a Centre for 
integrated living to be jointly run 
by the Council for the Disabled; 
and the Area Health Authority' 
to encourage and help disabled 
people live independent lives. 
The whole building will be -set 
in beautiful gardens which will 
be for the use of all members of 
the community. 

Living water 

The worship area itself will 
affirm the importance of Bap- 
tism, Word and Eucharist, with 
a dais on which pulpit and altar 
stand side-by-side against a 
background of living water 
moving from a fount to a 
permanently-visible pool. 

The Diocese of Oxford is con- 


tributing £650,000 to the pro- 
ject, with £250,000 of that (plus 
interest) having already come 
from the Parish share. Already 
more than £1,600,000 has been 
raised towards the Church’s £3 
million contribution to a total 
oudget of £5 million, which in- 
cludes funding from the Health 
Authority and the Development 
Corporation. Both County and 
Borough have also demonstrated 
their commitment with major 
grants. 


The Revd David Goldie, 
Anglican member of the team 
ministry says: “The National 
Appeal for £2 million launched 
last July has got off to an ex- 
cellent start, and is now looking 
for trusts, companies and in- 
dividuals to identify in a par- 
ticular way with this exciting 
venture.” 

Thanks 

“Shops, offices and cinemas 
are not the last word in what a 


city can be,” says David Goldie. 
“Christ the Cornerstone is the 
perfect dedication because, a 
cornerstone is put in position 
last, after a long period of 
careful choosing. It has to bind 
the whole structure together. 

Everyone involved in the pro- 
ject wants to thank readers of 
The DOOR for all that they have 
done and will do to open our 
doors and let Christ the Cor- 
nerstone say one thing more 
about life in all its fullness.” 


Christ the Cornerstone 
is already served by a 
truly ecumenical team. 
Pictured are the United 
Reformed Church 

Minister, the Revd 
Elizabeth Welch (left) 
with Sister Maureen 
Farrell (Roman 

Catholic) and the Revd 
David Goldie (Anglican) 
on site with the concept 
design model. 
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ETHICAL INVESTMENT 


NOW THERE IS A 
REAL CHOICE 

We offer an excellent selection of investment funds 
to those who want good financial returns but are 
unwilling to sacrifice principle. 

YOU DON'T HAVE TO 
COMPROMISE 

You CAN avoid your money going into armaments, 
alcohol, tobacco, gambling, nuclear power, 
the exploitation of animals, South Africa. ...and can 
positively support pollution control, conservation of 
the environment and recycling of resources. 

Socially responsible investment can now be geared to:- 

• PENSIONS • LUMP SUM INVESTMENT 
* • MORTGAGE POLICIES 

O LIFE ASSURANCE • REGULAR SAVINGS 

(n .,™,0 CHERRILL GIAVEY 

v INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 


IN THE FOREFRONT OF SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT 


8, St. Mary’s Street, Wallingford, Oxon. Tel 0491 32278 



SURREXIT 


Portsmouth call 
to ministry 


A SWELTERING sun beat 
down on Governor’s Green 
near Portsmouth Harbour 
and upon a crowd of over 
1,600, most of them under 
30, who worshipped 
together at a Sunday after- 
noon open air Eucharist. 

The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury gave the address. Our 
own Bishop Richard was there 
too. The theme jvas “The 
Church as the Sacrament of 
God’s Presence in the World” 
and as never before we were 
reminded that Surrexit means 
“He is risen” and that the 
risen Christ is calling his whole 
Church to serve Him. 

One hundred people went 
from this Diocese to Port- 
smouth on the weekend of 
June 16-18 to meet with folk 
from 15 other southern dioceses 
and to think, discuss and pray 
about vocation in its widest 
sense. One of the highlights 
was Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu who spoke about “The 
Church as ‘Servant of the 
World’” and delighted us with 


his sense of fun and shared the 
pain and joy of his ministry in 
South Africa and called us to 
our ministry in Christ. 

Delegates stayed with parish 
families in and around Port- 
smouth and were ferried into 
the centre to spend the day in 
group workshops and morning 
and evening worship. At the 
Mission Service on Sunday 
in the Cathedral there was a 
great sense of sharing. We 
were asked to think about 
“The Church as the Herald of 
God’s Kingdom” and as the 
trumpets sounded we knew 
that it was so and many peo- 
ple were moved to tears. 

It would be good to think 
that there could be a follow up 
mini “Surrexit” in this 
Diocese next year. Meanwhile 
we took away with us the 
words of a member of one of 
the groups, “In our meeting 
with people inside and outside 
the Church we must show 
them that they count and that 
we count and that God loves 
them.” 


village>j 

TheWbrldShop ~ 


WHERE TO SHOP FOR CARPETS AND RUGS, 
HOME AND LIVING ACCESSORIES, 
FROM COMMUNITY CO-OPS 
IN AFRICA • ASIA • SOUTH AMERICA 

One Village The World Shop 


On the A34 in Woodstock-Oxford 
In the Regent Arcade, Cheltenham 
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THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford 0X1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, 
etc. Candles, Communion Wine, Altar 
Breads, Church Stationery. 


Victorian 
Cast iron Seat 


A showpiece of historical elegance 
for your garden, from the 
Victorian era, for only CZ ? 

Write for details to: • 



(inc. p & p) 


The Coupe ® Foundry Ltd 

Higher Walton, Preston, Lancs PR5 4DQTeI: (0772) 38151 



BLINKERS 

Frame and lenses complete from £19.95 
(With shatterproof lenses) 

Single vision and one year's 

GUARANTEE 

Can be made in 20 minutes by qualified staff 
TUESDAY 10am 4.30pm FRIDAY 10am-5pm 

THURSDAY 10am 5pm SATURDAY 10am4.30pm 

BLINKERS can now offer FRAME, LENSES and SIGHT 
TESTING from £29.50 complete 
NOW AVAILABLE OPTIQUE COSMETICS 
Non-allergenic make-up for sensitive eyes 

BISHOP CENTRE, BATH ROAD, TAPLOW 

(06286) 65540 



PLEASE CONTACT 

THE MARY POPPINS 
NANNIES AGENCY 
7 PRIORY CLOSE 
RUISLIP 

MIDDLESEX HA4 8HP 
TEL (0895) 622036 
FAX (0895) 621793 
TELEX 929963 NANNY G 
EMPLOYMENT AGENCY 
LICENCE SE 15914 


MARY 

POPPINS 

CARES 

AND MAKES CHILD'S 
PLAY OF FINDING 
THE RIGHT NANNY 



Looking truth in the eye 


/ I WAS brought up in a 
w funny sort of family which 
was divided between a 
Catholic mother and an 
Anglican father. I was one of 
four brothers, and two of us 
by agreement of our parents 
were Protestants. 

My mother really brought us 
up, because my father was involv- 
ed in secret work in the War. She 
is a very religious person, so I sup- 
pose I inherited her beliefs from 
very early years. She wasn’t at all 
strict about religious observances 
and I can’t really remember going 
to church when I was very small, 
but I can remember being made 
to pray and having a feeling of 
God being there — and asking him 
to send those basic things which 
you pray for as a child and never 
get. 

When I went to boarding school 
at the age of eight, I was very in- 
fluenced by the whole chapel 
thing. It was one place in school 
which was quite nice, so it became 
a kind of refuge for me. I suppose 
I was more devout about religion 
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Richard Ingrams 


at public school than I ever was 
before. The headmaster was a 
very religious man. Confirmation 
was taken very seriously, and we 
were all worked up into a state of 
fervour. I also used to be in the 
choir, which meant a lot of hymn 
and psalm-singing which I enjoyed 
very much. 

In my last year at Oxford, I 
almost became a Roman Catholic 
and I went for instruction. I think 
it was partly to do with being a lot 
on my own. As far as I remember, 
it was brought on very much by 
reading Chesterton. I find him a 
very persuasive writer, and I have 
just been reading him again. 

Disillusionment 


Then I left Oxford, and became 
very involved in the world. It was 
a very weird period for me in the 
sixties because Private Eye was a 
success so instantaneously, and 
there was all the thing of the Pro- 
fumo affair and a great disillusion- 
ment with politics. Then the whole 
mood changed following the Ken- 
nedy assassination and the new 
Labour government, and Private 


Eye 's circulation went very rapidly 
down. 

People say to me: “If you print 
something, do you consider what 
effect it will have on someone’s 
children?” I don’t think that from 
a practical point of view you can 
or should consider what the conse- 
quences of something you write 
are going to be. It does sound 
callous to say that, but I think the 
reason is that one has no means of 
knowing that sort of thing. 

Suppose you expose some par- 
ticular scandal or cover-up. It may 
be that someone will get the sack 
because of something you’ve writ- 
ten, but it may be that nothing 
happens at all, or that nobody 
takes any notice. So, after a bit I 
formed the philosophy that one 
shouldn’t think about what other 
people are going to say or do — 
one should only do it from one’s 
own personal feeling, $s an editor. 
Basically, the issue is always: 
“What do I think about this? Do 
I believe something to be true or 
not?” 

Obviously, the truth is hurtful, 
but I’ve never believed that there 
is a conflict between being a Chris- 
tian and being rude, offensive or 


even unkind so long as I thought 
what I was saying was true. 

I married in 1962, and we have 
two children and a third one who 
was handicapped and who died 
when he was seven. People who 
haven’t experienced that sort of 
thing, don’t realise what a strain 
it is on the family. One of my 
brothers was also killed in a car 
and his wife was crippled and left 
with three children, so I have 
become closely involved with 
handicapped people. 

People like John Mortimer, who 
is a friend of mine, say things like: 
“How can God allow something 
Hike Hiroshima to happen?” The 
answer to that seems to me quite 
obvious; that it is nothing to do 
with God, and it is down to man. 
Man does these things. 

I have never been all that keen 
on Churches. Being a kind of 
natural anarchist, I have a horror 
of belonging to any kind of organi- 
sations be they political or other- 
wise. About the time that Arthur, 
our handicapped son, died about 
15 years ago, I was asked to play 
the organ at the church near here 
and I have been doing that ever 
since. I quite like it as it forces me 
to go to church which I probably 
wouldn't otherwise do. It’s quite 
funny sitting at the organ, because 
you are half in and half out. You 
can, if you like, just sit there and 
read a book — though I don’t do 
that. 

Convincing 

On the other hand, I do very 
much believe in the New Testa- 


ment, and I always have done. My 
experience of being an editor has 
been that of reading something 
and having to decide whether it’s 
true or whether someone has just 
invented it. The more I hear or 
read the New Testament, the more 
convincing I find it. It’s such a 
mess and a contradiction that it’s 
perfectly obvious to me that it’s 
not an invention. 

I still think about becoming a 
Catholic, but partly because of the 
organ-playing, I feel a kind of at- 
tachment for the Church of Eng- 
land. I’m lucky in a way that the 
two parishes I’m involved with are 
very strong. I do feel that outside 
that little set-up things are break- 
ing up. 

This is not just over the ordina- 
tion of women. That’s just a sym- 
bol. The people who support the 
ordination of women support a 
whole lot of other things as well. 

It’s a more secular kind of ap- 
proach and I think the danger is 
that the secular side of the Church 
of England believes in getting 
away from letting the individual 
think about himself and his own 
inadequacies. It’s much easier to 
say something which isn’t going to 
cause any kind of disagreement. If 
you start talking about personal 
issues you are always going to get 
involved in the controversy but if 
you say what is going on in South 
Africa is appalling then everyone 
is in agreement. 

Judgement 

I think religion comes down, to 
a certain extent, to personal 
morality and this old business of 
sin. There was a Bishop saying 
that funerals now had become too 
jolly and that people didn’t defer 
to judgment at all. I think that it’s 
quite a good thing to believe in 
judgment. I find it hard to believe 
that what you do and whether you 
do good things or bad things 
doesn’t make any odds. 

1 think the worst thing — and 
the one thing I would hate to be 
thought of — is to be in any way 
priggish about things. I think of 
myself as a journalist and come 
back to this preoccupation first of 
all with story and whether it is true 
or false. There is a kind of terrific 
dichotomy between my attitude 
and that of someone like the 
Bishop of Durham. That’s the a 
difference between being a j 
journalist and being a theo- * 
logian. 

Richard Ingrams lives in 
Berkshire. From 1963 until 1986 
he was editor of Private Eye 
and since 1974 has been chair- 
man of its publishing company. 
He is a regular contributor to 
The Observer and to BBC 
Radio 4. • 




TINGDENE ESTATES 
OFFERS A NEW STYLE 
OF LIVING 

With developments in Bed- 
fordshire, Cambridgeshire, North- 
amptonshire and Warwickshire, a 
new style of living is now available 
for those who wish to retreat into 
the countryside and be a part of a 
rural, but active, community. 

Prices begin at £37,200 and this is 
for a two bedroomed design! How- 
ever, it is possible to build homes to 
customers’ own individual re- 
quirements. The interior decor has 
been chosen with quality in mind, 
the homes being supplied fully in- 
clusive of furniture an fittings as 
well as full central heating. UPVC 
double glazed windows are installed 
in each home, giving the advantage 
of being both economical and also 
maintenance free. Gardens come 
complete with turfed landscape. 

This style of living is attractive to * 
those who are semi-retired and re- 
tired who wish to release their capi- 
tal from traditional houses, yet 
continue to maintain a high quality 
of life. All developments have the 
security of a Manager who lives 
within the vicinity and Tingdene 
Estates can offer advice, informa- 
tion and guidance to help reduce the 
problems that moving can create, 
thus leaving the customer free to 
enjoy the transition to a new style 
of living. 

For further details on this new 
lifestyle, please contact Tingdene 
Estates (0933) 225157. 





QUALITY • COMFORT » SECURITY 

Ring Tingdene Estates on 0933 225157 
for information on their beautiful •/ 
developments in Cambridgeshire, 
Northamptonshire, Norfolk and 
Warwickshire. 

Prices: £32, 500 to £62, 000. 

For further information please contact: 

TINGDENE ESTATES LIMITED 

Bradfield Road, 

Finedon Road Industrial Estate, 
Wellingborough, Northants, NN84HB. 
Telephone: 

Wellingborough (0933) 225157 V 



FOR SALE 

TWO-TIER 
WOODEN LADDER 

Extending to 25ft 
£50 

Ring wantage 65258 
evenings 


WEDDING 

STATIONERY 

Discount prices, large 
selection. Make your 
choice from your home. 

Phone Jeanette Hocking on 

Aylesbury 27706 


Cleveland 
Carriages 
ROLLS ROYCE 
. DAIMLER 
JAGUAR 


For weddings and 
special occasions 

Phone Penn 
(049481) 6733 


BARTON MOSS PRIVATE HOTEL 

115/117 Westminster Road, Morecambe, Lancs LA3 1SG 

Proprietors: Christine & Mike Carrier 

Telephone: 0524 412364 

A warm, friendly welcome awaits you, together with personal service, good 
home cooking, lounge & TV lounge. Hot and cold water, shaving points in 
all rooms. On main bus route and close to all amenities. Just a short walk to 
the beach. Reasonable terms. Brochure on request. 


HOUSE PORTRAITS 

Drawn and Painted of Distinctive Homes 

Exteriors" and interiors £100 + VAT 



f * 


•••#§ mi 



Also murals, portraits land and seascape, etc. 

RICHARD MICHELMORE STUDIO 1, HEATHFIELD 

01-346 4005 3 HOLDEN AVENUE N12 
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Cycling towards £100,000 


HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST 



• Pictured putting in some 
practice outside St Mary's 
Church, Charlbury are the Rt 
Reverend Anthony Russell, 
Bishop of Dorchester and his 
family (left to right) Timothy, 


Serena, Mrs Russell and Jona- 
than. St Mary's has just launch- 
ed a £300,000 appeal and will 
be just one of many churches 
hoping to benefit from this 
year's sponsored cycle ride. 


CYCLISTS from all over the 
Diocese are already getting in- 
to training for this year’s 
Historic Churches Trusts spon- 
sored bicycle ride on September 
9. Last year, 18 counties 
throughout England raised 
£500,000 — and this year, with 
24 taking part, the organisers are 
hoping for a much higher total. 

The first sponsored bike ride took 
place in the undulating flatlands of 
Suffolk in 1982. Oxfordshire join- 
ed the event in 1985, while Berk- 
shire followed two years later. 
Buckinghamshire will be participat- 
ing for the first time this year. Be- 
tween them the three counties hope 
to achieve a total approaching 
£ 100 , 000 . 

The event is entirely ecumenical 
and the word “historic” is broadly 
interpreted so that more modern 
Roman Catholic and Free churches 
can also benefit from the money rais- 
ed. The idea is to visit as many of 
the hundreds of churches in the 
Diocese as you can between 10 am 
and 6 pm on the day. Sponsorship 
money is split 50/50 with each coun- 
ty’s Historic Churches Trust and the 
church of the cyclist’s choice. In 
1988, £50,000 was raised in Oxford- 
shire alone and in 1987 Berkshire 
achieved £13,000 in its first year of 
entry. 

Last year the Oxfordshire Trust 
gave £40,000 towards the cost of 
repairing the county’s churches. 
Grants ranged from £500 towards 
repairing Burford’s spire, to the 
maximum of £4,000 paid to St Giles’ 


Appeal for housing 


RIPON College, Cuddesdon, 
one of Oxford’s three Church of 
England theological training col- 
leges is to launch a one million 
pound appeal to provide accom- 
modation for married students. 
The patron will be the Duchess 
of Kent. 

The appeal was launched on June 
8 by two of the College’s former 
members, the Right Revd Michael 
Aidie, Bishop of Guildford, who is 
chairman of the Appeal, and the 
Bishop of Oxford, the Right Revd 
Richard Harries. 

Married students make up almost 


one third of Ripon’s total, but the 
enormous increase in the cost of 
housing in the south-east means that 
they can no longer afford to rent and 


buy houses in or near Cuddesdon. 
Instead the College has decided to 
build a set of fourteen apartments for 
them. 


Church, Hampton Gay, for re- 
roofing and gutter replacements. 

Crossing county boundaries is 
allowed and despite the event’s title 
you can cycle, run or walk between 
churches hence Berkshire calls its 
day CROW. The aim is not just to 
raise money and to promote inter- 
est in churches of all denominations, 
but also to provide a day of fun. 
“The ride in the past has been a 
delightful family outing and youth 
clubs, bicycle clubs and other groups 
can enjoy taking part while still con- 
tributing to a very worthy cause,” 
says John Wetherall, the Bucking- 
hamshire organiser. 

The County Organisers will be 
pleased to help with information and 
advice: 

Berkshire: Cliff Nicholls, 27 Quin- 
tilis, Bracknell, Berks RG12 4QQ. 
Tel: 0344 57381. 
Buckinghamshire: Major John 
Wetherall, Bell House, Lavendon, 
North Bucks MK46 4HA. Tel: Bed- 
ford 712614. 

Oxfordshire: Robin Cotton, Cherry 
Orchard, Badgemore, Henley-on- 
Thames, Oxon RG9 4NR. Tel: 0491 
573357. 


Candle power 

“LIGHT in the City” is the theme 
of the national Church Urban Fund 
Week from September 17-24, and it 
is hoped that one million candles will 
be lit in churches and homes 
throughout England on the evening 
of St Matthew’s Day, September 21 . 
Sixty thousand candles have been 
ordered for this Diocese alone, and 
they will be available for collection 
at Wheatley Park School on Satur- 
day, September 9 between 9 am and 
1 pm. Please let Brian Ebbs at the 
Appeal’s office know how many you 
would like. 


Bishop’s ring 

THE Bishop of Reading elect, the 
Ven John Bone will have a perma- 
nent reminder of Milton Keynes 
when he becomes an area bishop in 
October. Its churches will present 
him with his Bishop’s Ring, an 
amethyst in a “crown of thorns” set- 
ting made by Caroline Meynell, the 
wife of the vicar of Wendover. John 
Bone, who has been Archdeacon of 
Buckingham since 1977, will cele- 
brate and preach at a Farewell 
Eucharist at 7.45 pm on Friday, 
September 15 at St Mary’s, 
Aylesbury. 


Christ Church lectures 

THINGS aren't what they used to be? “Change and Continuity in the 
Church” is the theme of the Cathedral’s 1989 series of summer lectures 
in the Priory Room at Christ Church. 

The dates and subjects are: July 5 and 12 Reading the Bible, Canon 
Fenton; July 19 and 26 Values Social and Personal, Canon O’ Donovan; 
August 2 and 9 Ministry and administration, Canon Peirce; August 16 
and 23 Corporate Worship, Canon Weston; August 30 and September 
6 Personal Prayer, Canon Williams; September 13 What we believe. Canon 
Wiles. 

The lectures will begin at 5 pm, followed by a time for questions. Those 
attending are invited to stay for Evensong at 6 pm. 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


China, Democracy and Agriculture 


by John Madeley 

AT the time I write this it remains to be 
seen whether Western governments will 
soon want to make it “business as usual” 
with the butchers of Beijing. For govern- 
ments to plead “trade must be upheld”, 
“jobs are at stake” etc, would seem gross- 
ly insensitive to the horrific sufferings of 
the Chinese people. 

Any resumption of normal relations might 
hopefully depend, at the very least, on China’s 
leaders giving tangible evidence of remorse for 
the butchery and, also, that they are taking 
seriously the democratic aspirations of the 
Chinese people. 

It could be just a little more than coincidence 
that the pro-democracy movement surfaced in 
China after four years of poor grain harvests 
and the drift of Chinese agriculture from 
“shining light’’ to a weak link in the economy. 

Shining light, it certainly was. In 1978, the 
government encouraged a switch from collec- 
tivised farming and gave individual farmers the 
incentive to increase the output of grain. The 


people responded, and agriculture took off. By 
dint of careful use of resources, and farming 
systems that made full use of everything to 
hand, including waste, Chinese agriculture 
made tremendous strides. 

By 1984, the harvest was large enough to 
make China self-sufficient in grain. With bulg- 
ing grain stores, the country no longer needed 
to import the American grain it had been buy- 
ing to make up for shortfalls. This achievement 
of self-sufficiency stands as a tribute to the peo- 
ple of the largest country in the world, who 
make up almost one in four of mankind. 

Since 1984, however, it has been a downward 
spiral. China has since experienced four con- 
secutive years of poor grain harvests. Fears 
were being expressed in the spring of this year 
that the country may not be able to feed itself. 
The job of minister of agriculture, Mr He 
Kang, was on the line. 

One of the reasons for the decline is falling 
prices for food crops. This has caused Chinese 
farmers to concentrate more on cash rather 
than grain crops. A recent survey of more than 


90.000 rural families in 30 provinces suggested, 
for example, that whilst food output was declin- 
ing, tobacco output would rise by a fifth. 

But a further reason could be rather more 
basic — quite simply, lack of democracy. Food 
output and democracy are more closely con- 
nected than is often realised. 

In a country where democracy does not ex- 
ist there is no organised channel through which 
people, including farmers, can express their 
grievances. Ironically, just before the students 
began their protest in Tiananmen Square, 
China’s parliament decided to allocate more 
money for agriculture and increase state prices 
for grain. 

Yet one of the frustrations the students may 
have felt is that the lack of democracy still did 
not provide an adequate framework for China 
to feed itself. Western countries would there- 
fore do well to insist on a movement towards 
democracy before normal relations are resum- 
ed — not least because that would help the 

1.000 million Chinese people to have the food 
they need. 



For Tiananmen 


THE simple white wreath on the 
steps of Oxford’s Martyrs’ 
Memorial to Bishops Cranmer, 
Latimer and Ridley says it all. It 
was placed there by Chen Zeng, 
president of the Oxford University 
Chinese Students’ Association and 
Felicity Spector, president of the 
Oxford University Students’ 
Union on behalf of more than 
2,000 people who took part in a 
march, service and rally on June 
7 in memory of the students who 
died in Tiananmen Square. 

There are more than 200 
students from mainland China in 
Oxford, though most of them are 
non-Christian. Miss Estelle Ip, a 
full-time churchworker with the 
Chinese Christian Church in 
Headington, Oxford, says that 
they are “very frightened” and 
“very sad”, and she just hopes 
that the British Government will 
be “very kind” and extend their 
visas. 


A special “Pray for China” ser- 
vice took place at St Aldate’s 
Church, Oxford, led by the Revd 
David Mclnnes. Miss Ip said that 
the 50 or so Chinese Christians in 
Oxford, most from Hong Kong, 
felt that this was the most positive 
thing they could do and she asks 
readers of The DOOR to continue 
to pray for China. 

The Oxford Chinese Christian 
Church has its own building at 15 
Gorse Lane, Headington, Oxford 
where Miss Ip can be reached on 
Oxford 65756. A service is held 
there each Sunday at 3 pm. 

If there is anyone from China in 
your parish who needs to contact 
someone who speaks Cantonese you 
can put them in touch with the 
Revd Joyce Bennett, an Anglican 
priest from Hong Kong who lives 
at 88 Wrights Lane, Prestwood, 
Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 
0LG. 


Breaking the hold 

MANY apparently-incurable patients may be the victims of 
ancestral control, but the bond between the living patient and the 
dead relative can be cut through a Holy Communion service — 
and the tormented soul can then be released into the love and 
forgiveness of Jesus to continue his “journey” to God. 


Getting the 
Act together 

THERE has been a lot of criti- 
cism of the new Education 
Reform Bill, but now it has 
become an Act we must try to 
make the best of it. That was the 
theme of Rosemary Peacocke’s 
address to the Oxford Council of 
Churches summer meeting (see 
also The DOOR for April). 

Mrs Peacocke, who is chairman 
of the Oxford Diocesan Council of 
Education, explained how the Act is 
meant to work and then took part in 
a Brains Trust which explained how 
it is working and sometimes how it 
isn’t. 

The discussion was mostly about 
school worship, which can now be 
at any time in the school day. Nor 
does the whole school have to wor- 
ship in the same place and at the 
same time. However, unless a 
school is specially-exempted, wor- 
ship must be wholly, or mainly, or 
broadly of a Christian nature. Does 
mainly mean 51 %? 

One speaker, a headmaster, would 
prefer to change “Christian” to 
“spiritual”, which he thought would 
make it easier for teachers to lead 
worship; and another would like the 
words “daily worship” to be chang- 
ed. Parents, it seems, are in diffi- 
culties too. Many are interested, but 
may expect school worship to be like 
church — which it is not, and is not 
meant to be. 

Patricia Raikes 


This was the intriguing theme of 
a consultation day for the new Ox- 
ford Diocesan Institute in June. Dr 
McAll’s book The Healing of The 
Family Tree, first published in 1982, 
has been a worldwide bestseller and 
has been followed by a sequel. The 
Healing of the Haunted. Tyne Tees 
Television are making a document- 
ary about his work. 

Dr McAll’s assistant, the Revd 
Neil Broadbent.from the M instead 
Healing Community, near Derby, 
.celebrated Communion at the end ot 
a day whose 50 participants repre- 
sented many branches of the medical 
and counselling professions as well 
as the Church. Dr McAll has been 
invited to return in September (see 
listings, pl2). 

Together with a conference on 
Church growth and a Bible Society 
workshop in each Archdeaconry, the 
consultation day initiated the In- 
stitute’s programme which brings 
together the Archdeaconry Christian 
Training Schemes and the Oxford 
Non-Stipendiary Ministry course. 

“More than a thousand people 
have enrolled for courses on the Ar- 
chdeaconry Christian Training 
Schemes during 1989. Please let 
your Archdeaconry Principal know 
what learning opportunities you 
would find helpftil in 1990,” said the 
Institute’s Director, Canon Vincent 
Strudwick. 

Seven NSMs trained on the 
Diocesan NSM Course will be 
among those made deacon at 
Michaelmas: Sylvia Bareham, Ivor 
Cornish, John Lewis, Martin Par- 
tridge, Christopher Tadman-Robins, 
John Vellactott and Carol Williams. 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

* 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway, Thatcham Tadley 

Tpl: 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 6305 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


Town & Country 
Gardens 

DESIGN AND MANAGEMENT 
Landscaping and Interior Plant-scaping 

TEL: BRISTOL 276226 


THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 

The Book of Common Prayer is still the standard of Doctrine, 
and is a beautiful form of Worship. 

If you value the language and doctrine of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, join the Prayer Book Society. 

Diocesan Secretary:. John Crofts 
14 Forest Close, Wendover 
Aylesbury HP22 6BT 



ESPECIALLY FOR BRIDESMAIDS 



Come and see our 
enchanting dresses, 
many suitable for any 
special occasion. 
Head-dresses, various 
accessories and 
confirmation veils also 
available. 


m Tel: Maidenhead (0628) 33498/27769 m 
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MEMORIALS 

ON DISPLAY IN OUR SHOWROOM 

EDWARD HARRIS 

108 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 
Tel: HIGH WYCOMBE 25997 

Estimates without obligation. 

Write or phone for brochure 


ST LEONARDS CHURCH, SUNNINGWELL 
Friday 14 to Sunday, July 16, 1989 

FESTIVAL OF FLOWERS 
THROUGH THE SACRAMENTS 

In aid of Church funds Sunday, July 1 6 

•nd Church Urban Fund 3.5 « TEAS in Manor House Garden 
tl tw- 7.30 • CONCERT in Church by 

ST GILES ORCHESTRA 
Conductor: Geoffrey Bushed 

• Schubert • Faur6 

• Alfv6n • Rossini 

laPT • Handel # Debussy 

- vri fe^ * Svendsen • Beethoven 

Tickets £3 including wine from Abingdon 30543 


MILL VIEW 

4 group Holiday in Cornwall 

Situated on the Lizard Peninsula, 
Mill View is a specially designed 
holiday home for disabled people. 
There are plenty of interesting 
places to visit or sandy coves for 
just relaxing. 

The theme of Mill View is a home- 
ly atmosphere with flexibility. 
For a comprehensive brochure 
please telephone: 

Rosemarie Bennet 



Telephone: (0326) 290467 


0!rackla 

Itotri 

UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT 

7 Leed Street 
Sandown 

Isle of Wight P036 9DA 
Tel: 0983 403648 



Brackla is a family run hotel situated in a sheltered suntrap garden yet only 4 
minutes walk from the beach, park, shops, amusements, station and indoor swim 
ming pool and sports complex. All rooms have razor points and tea-making 
facilities and some rooms are available en-suite. We have a large lounge bar with 
dance area, TV lounge, and pleasant dining room with separate tables. We of- 
fer reduced rates for children sharing parents room and for parties. 

Prices for 1989 are from £78.20 per person per week, including Bed, Breakfast & 
evening meal. 

Access to the hotel is available at all times with your own front door keys. 

"I assure you of a warm welcome, good food and a happy holiday atmosphere. I look 
forward to welcoming you soon” — Graham Feekery. 

LICENSED - SPECIAL REDUCTIONS on the 24th JUNE to 21st JULY 


CLIVE 

WAYLAND 

ASSOCIATES 

Chartered Surveyors 


Sweda House, 24-30 New Street, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP20 2NA 

Tel: (0296) 26032 Fax: (0296) 23565 Telex: 83430 

For friendly advice and professional service on: 

Structural surveys RICS House Buyers Reports Estimating 
Quantity Surveying Design Services Insurance Claims 

Building Disputes Planning Applications 





Thank you, Anne 



THE official opening of a new pastoral centre is in itself 
an occasion for rejoicing, but when the opening is perform- 
ed by a visitor as distinguished as Her Royal Highness The 
Princess Royal it is a moment to treasure for ever for young 
and old. The Princess provided a right royal opening for 
the new centre at Sandhurst’s St Michael’s Church on May 
17, and received a bouquet from Helen Blackman watch- 
ed by the Rector, the Revd Roger Packer. 


Celebration 
of Cranmer 

THE first weekend in July is of 
course the 500th anniversary of 
the birth of Thomas Cranmer 
whom many regard as the ar- 
chitect of the Church of England 
(see page 6). 

In addition to a public witness and 
thanksgiving service at Oxford’s 
Martyr’s Memorial organised by the 
Cranmer Society, a number of 
parishes have organised their own 
Cranmer celebrations. Kinghani 
have arranged a display of Bibles 
and Prayer books and all the services 
on July 2 will be from the Book of 
Common Prayer. The Parish of 
Chalfont St Giles is celebrating 
Holy Communion according to the 
1549 rite at 8pm on July 14 which 
of course happens to be the 200th an- 
niversary of the storming of the 
Bastille. No Cranmer connections 
there, except of course both events 
marked in many ways the end of an 
era. 

For the 
elderly 

Moving swiftly on 500 years to 
Broughton with North Newington 
and St Mary the Virgin’s 
particularly-imaginative project to 
provide the village with a common 
room for the elderly. The scheme 
began four years ago, when the then 
priest-in-charge, the Revd Donald 
Bishop, suggested to his PCC that 
funds should be found for such a 
building in the centre of the village, 
one third of whose inhabitants were 
elderly. The £60,000 needed was 
raised through grants, gifts and 
dozens ot cottee mornings and fund 
raising events and on July 16 Sir 
Ashley Ponsonby, Lord Lieutenant 
of Oxfordshire, will attend a service 
of thanksgiving for the room which 
is now regularly in use for 
everything from over 60 ’s meetings 
to handicraft classes. 

All ears 

The young have been in the news, 
too. At St Michael and All Angels, 
Hughenden in High Wycombe, 
Sunday School classes have expand- 
ed into a newly transformed donkey 
shed. With 80 or more children of 
all age groups occupying the large 
north room of the church, the choir 
vestry, the vicar’s vestry, the side 
chapel, the space behind the organ, 
etc, etc, something had to be done. 
So the PCC hit upon the ingenious 
idea of renovating the shed. Re- 
painted, carpeted and with newly in- 
stalled lighting and heating it was in 
use by Whitsuntide and where bet- 
ter to learn about Jesus than in a 
donkey shed? 

Bus project 

Chesham and Amersham Youth 
Projects (CAYP) are also planning 
to expand into unusual accommoda- 
tion and on May 30 launched their 


new bus project at Amersham Free 
Church. CAYP is a interdenomina- 
tional Christian organisation who. 
already employ a full-time youth 
worker. 

However, their chairman, Duncan 
Dyason says that the bus, whichAvill 
have a coffee shop, lounge and video 
facilities will help to bring moral and 
and practical direction to areas that 
are “activity deserts’’. 

Annette Nicholson and Carolyn 
Baxter are two Chesham youngsters 
whose life is an oasis of activity. 
Both sing not only in the choir at St 
Mary’s Church but also with the 
British Continentals, part of an in- 
ternational music ministry group 
who every year spread the Gospel 
in words and music at over 1,500 
engagement all over the world. 
Readers can hear them at 7.30pm at 
St Mary’s, Chesham, on August 20 
and at the Holy Spirit Church, Bed- 
grove, Aylesbury, on August 11. 


Youth works 

A new full-time nine month Chris- 
tian Youth Work Course at Oxford 
Youth Works concentrates on 
friendship-based outreach to non- 
Christian teenagers. The first 
trainees have just graduated and will 
work at places as far afield as 
Boston, USA, as well as in this 
Diocese. 

“Friendship is the most natural 
wav to share Christ so we are look- 
ing for those who are good with peo- 
ple rather than academically 
brilliant,’’ said Bob Dupee of OYW. 
The second course will begin this 
October and Pete Ward on Oxford 
722050 will be pleased to tell you 
about it. 

Steady lad 

Mr Richard Stevens must have 
been young in looks, if not in years, 


when he first centered Bodicote 
Church to take up his appointment 
as organist and choirmaster. He was 
greeted by a sidesman who said: 
“Are you the lad who has come to 
be organist? The last one we had 
stayed 47 years!” 

Well, young Mr Stevens has been 
there 25 years already, and recent- 
ly old choir members (one from the 
USA), friends and clergy gathered 
for a celebration service. The choir 
presented him with a cheque, 
photographs of old Banbury and 
silver coasters, but by the sound of 
it they will be doing it again in 25 
years. 

Celebrations 

Not choirs, but bells were the sub- 
ject of celebrations at St Michael's 
Church, Cumnor. Two new treble 
bells have been given to the church 
by a churchwarden in memory of his 
father. The ring of six will be in- 
creased to eight and rehung in a 
strengthened tower before being 
dedicated by the Archdeacon of 
Berkshire on July 16 at 10.30am. 

Money trail 

Church restoration appeals are be- 
ing launched thick and fast. All 
Saints', Marlow, are almost 
halfway to their total of £200,000. 
They were delighted to receive a dona- 
tion of £2,500 from Volvo, and in 
June, the lovely Wendy Craig laun- 
ched their “Buy-a-tile“ scheme. 
Further up the Thames, St Giles’, 
Newington, with a history going 
back more than a thousand years, are 
just starting off. 

In addition to being a place of 
worship the church is also the focus 
for the small community of New- 
ington. Essential repairs will cost at 
least £120,000, which is particular- 
ly hard on such a small village. 

However, beginning with a 
musical evening by the river on June 
25 and with some help from English 
Heritage they are determined to keep 
their church open but much prayer 
and generosity will be needed from 
those who live and work in the area. 
Another church with a large restora- 
tion bill is Holy Trinity, Cookham-' 
on-Thames, who are celebrating 
their millenium and boosting their 
appeal with a Son et Lumiere 
historical pageant on July 15. 

Tea up! 

So many churches are now pro- 
viding regular fundraising afternoon 
teas that a DOOR good church tea 
guide may be in the offing for 1990. 
a team of ladies from St Mary the 
Virgin, Kidlington, are producing 
cream teas and home made cakes on 
Sundays, throughout the summer 
Ibetween 3pm and 5pm. 

Hughenden are finding business 
exceptionally brisk in their Church 
House Sunday tearoom and Dor- 
chester Abbey’s tearoom has 
featured in Egon Ronay’s Just a 
Bile. It. is open on Wednesday, 
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. 


More on page 10 


Holloway’s [T] 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND FINE L_J 
ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete or part contents to a 
single item — Sell it by Auction — Free Pre Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY, 

OXON 0X16 8PF TEL: (0295) 53197 


ALLAN WARDLE MBHL 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair, including dial and case 
repairs 

Specialising in Longcase , 

(Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 
Collection and Delivery available 
Ickford (08447) 445 

Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road, 
Ickford. Nr A ylesbury, Bucks HP 18 
9HY 




OXFORD DIOCESAN COUNCIL FOR 
SOCIAL WORK INCORPORATED 

SECRETARY 

Do you like getting involved with people? If so this might be the job 
you would like. 

A mature and experienced secretary is required to work with a small 
team in our central office iriT Reading. 

We are a voluntary organisation and work In the field of adoption, 
fostering and the care of single parent families. 

For further details please contact Mrs Shirley Kay, Director, or Mr Geof- 
frey Chapman, Administrator at: 

Oxford Diocesan Council for Social Work Inc. 
48 Bath Road, Reading RG1 6PG 
Telephone: (0734) 581861 



ROMAN ROAD 

CYCLE TOURS 
IN 

WEST WALES 


Here in an area of great natural beauty we offer a tour planned 
especially to suit you; fresh air and exercise at leisurely or as energetic 
as you like amid tranquil rural scenery. 

Fully equipped modern touring bicycles and bed and breakfast in 
places you might not have found for yourself. (Evening meals op- 
tional). 


For further details, write or 'phone: 

Ddol Las, Farmers, Llanwrda, Dyfed SA19 8JP 
Tel: Pumpsaint (05585) 336 
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PETERTIDE DEACONS 

A double Honour 



DEREK and Jo Honour (pictured left) are only the second cou- 
ple in the Oxford Diocese to be ordained deacons together. They 
met while they were both helping to run a children’s holiday club 
at their church in Bath. 

“As our relationship deepened we were excited by the prospect of bring- 
ing our callings together, and serving God as a team. We were married 
in July 1986 just prior to beginning our course at St John’s College, Not- 
tingham. We look forward ultimately to working in the same church.’’ 

Until then they will at least work in the same Parish of High Wycombe, 
though at different churches — Derek at All Saints and Jo at St Birinus. 

Derek was brought up in Cambridgeshire and went to Bath University 
to read psychology and sociology. During that time he became a Chris- 
tian and began to sense a call from God to minister full-time in the Church 
of England. After a year working in a Marks and Spencer’s warehouse 
he did a one year Theology course at All Souls’, Langham Place. 


YOUR prayers are asked for all these 16 deacons (plus Jonathan Goodall, to serve 
in Bicester) to be ordained by the Bishop of Oxford in St Mary's Church, Aylesbury, 
on July 2. Also, please pray for those who will be ordained priests by the Bishop 
of Buckingham at Christ Church Cathedral at the same time: 

Tim Hastie Smith, curate of St Ebbes, Oxford; Paul Kennington, curate of St Andrew's, 
Headington; Andrew Myatt, curate of Cogges; Allan Doig, curate of St Helen's, Abingdon; 
Richard Fisher, curate of Woodley; Nicholas Gandy, curate of Crowthome; Richard Parish, 
curate of Sunninghill (NSM); Michael Roberts, curate of St Matthew's, Reading; Barry Smart, 
curate of Wantage; John Acreman, curate of Iver; Charles Chadwick, curate of Chalfont St 
Peter; Simon Foster, curate of Bedgrove; Philip Mounstephen, curate of Gerrards Cross with 
Fulmer. 

Please also remember those who were ordained last year as deacons in com- 
pany with those now being ordained as priests: 

Ruth Appleton, curate of Princes Risborough; Alison Joyce, curate of Chalgrove; Annette 
Nixon, Oiocesan Youth Officer. 


John Baker 


Alan Simmonds 



JOHN grew up in a small town 
outside Cambridge before going to 
Durham University to read 
Theology. His sense of being call- 
ed to the Ministry came through 
Christian work as a student — and 
to test his vocation he went to work 
for a church in East London. Dur- 
ing his three years there he had a 
number of jobs including church 
worker, youth worker and rent 
collector, and felt that God had 
confirmed his calling. So he com- 
pleted a three year Oxford Certifi- 
cate of Theology at Wycliffe Hall, 
Oxford. He will serve in the parish 
of St Mary’s, Amersham. 



ALAN has been a Reader since 
1967. He was born and brought up 
in Chesterfield and after National 
Service, when he was commission- 
ed in the Royal Signals, he studied 
Modern Languages at St Edmund 
Hall, Oxford. Thereafter follow- 
ed 30 years in the multinational 
pharmaceutical industry most of 
which was spent abroad in Paris, 
Brussels and Geneva. He is mar- 
ried with two children and two 
grandchildren and he will serve as 
an NSM in the Parish of St 
Michael at the Northgate with St 
Martin and All Saints, Oxford. 


Leonard Browne 

LEONARD is from Northern Ire- 
land. He became a Christian at 16 
before coming to Cambridge Uni- 
versity to read first History and 
then Theology. There, he met. his 
wife Alison. Both taught in Bristol 
until 1984 when he joined the staff 
of Christ Church, Clifton as a full- 
time Reader. She gave up teaching 
to have two children and he train- 
ed for the Ministry at Trinity Col- 
lege, Bristol. He is a keen sports- 
man and has been writing a thesis 
on how local churches can use 
sport and recreation in Evange- 
lism. They are looking forward to 
a shared ministry at Greyfriars, 
Reading. 


Paul Moore 

RAISED in rural south Nottingham- 
shire, Paul came up to Oxford to 
read English and says: “I somehow 
never left.’’ Before training for or- 
dination at Wycliffe Hall he did 
research into attitudes to death in 
18th century literature, while writ- 
ing and performing comedy revues 
with the Happy Guelphs and recor- 
ding a cassette album of musical 
parodies. He has a particular interest 
in Christian drama and met his wife 
Lucy when they were both involv- 
ed in drama during a Mission. They 
will serve at St Andrew’s Church, 

North Oxford. 




Gordon McGuiness 



GORDON, as his name suggests, 
is a Scot though he is married to 
an English teacher and they live in 
High Wycombe. He has a degree 
from St Andrew’s University and 
another from Oxford where he 
met his wife Julie. He is research 
manager with Wiggins Teape and 
will continue to work for them, 
and is looking forward to develop- 
ing a ministry both at work and 
at St Peter’s Church, Loud water 
where he will serve as an NSM. 


David Bath 

DAVID is a Cornishman who has 
lived for the past six years in 
Henley-on-Thames with his wife 
Annette and their three children. He 
will serve his title at Trinity Church 
where they have worshipped since 
moving to Henley and where he will 
have special responsibility for 
Evangelism. He trained at Oakhill 
Theological College on an NSM 
course, and after ordination will con- 
tinue to work for a mechanical 
engineering company with its manu- 
facturing base and headquarters in 
Cornwall. 


George French 

HE was born in East London and 
after secondary school on the Isle of 
Wight he returned there to study ap- 
plied biology at the North East Lon- 
don Polytechnic. After graduation he 
began a career as a microbiologist 
and in 1972 joined J. Sainsbury’s 
Scientific Services Division where 
he is now Technical Manager for 
Perishable Foods. He trained on the 
Southwark Ordination Course but 
will serve as an NSM at St Barnabas, 

Reading, while continuing to explore 
and develop a ministry at work. He 
is married to Shirley and they have 
two young sons. 


Ian Hutchinson 

IAN was bom in Washington DC in 
the United States, but brought up in 
South America where his father 
worked as a forestry engineer. He 
was educated in New Zealand study- 
ing botany and zoology at the Uni- 
versity of Canterbury. Before 
coming to this country for post- 
graduate study at Reading Univer- 
sity. He worked for the Episcopal 
Church of Honduras. It was in 
Reading that he sought and found 
sponsorship for ordination and so 
went to Westcott House to train for 
the Ministry. He will serve as Curate 
at St Mary the Virgin, Iffley, 

Oxford. 





Carol Wodehouse 

CAROL is a teacher and has 
taught in primary schools in Rich- 
mond and Henley-on-Thames and 
also on adult literacy courses. 
Although she was born near 
Maidenhead and read Modern 
History at Oxford she moved to 
Norfolk after her marriage to 
John, and completed her teacher 
training course there. They have 
two children. Since 1986 she has 
worked as a pastoral counsellor 
and has trained at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon. She will serve as an 
NSM in the Hambledon Valley 
Group. 


Timothy Platts 

TIM will serve as the new assistant 
curate at Christ Church, Reading, 
after training for the Ministry at 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon. Before 
that he was ^n undergraduate and 
then a postgraduate student at Ox- 
ford University. Although his family 
live in Gloucestershire he was spon- 
sored for ordination by the Oxford 
Diocese and he says: “I am pleased • 
to be serving my title in the Diocese 
which has encouraged my vocation 
almost from the outset.’’ 




Flora Winfield Philip Griffin 



FLORA is of mainly Scots extrac- 
tion although she was born and 
educated at Southsea. She read 
theology and Church history at 
Lampeter where she also met her 
husband, John, who is ordained 
and works as an army chaplain. 
She spent two years researching on 
“Rule of Life in 19th century 
Religious Communities of 
Women” and working in chap- 
laincy, and with homeless people 
before training for the ministry at 
Ripon College, Cuddeson. She will 
serve with the Stantonbury and 
Willen Team Ministry, 



PHILIP was born and bred 
in the Diocese and comes from 
Wardington in North Oxfordshire, 
from a farming family. He was 
educated at Bloxham School and 
then at Christ Church in Oxford 
where he read English. From there 
he went to St Stephen’s House for 
a three-year training for the 
Ministry. Meanwhile he continues 
to find time for his other interests 
— the cinema and music. He is go- 
ing to serve in the Parish of St 
Nicholas, Earley. 


Stephen Franklin 


Timothy Gedye 


STEVE comes from a small village 
in Dorset. After school he joined the 
army training as a radar technician 
and became a Christian through con- 
tact with an army padre. Some years 
later he felt that God was calling him 
and went to study at an interdenomi- 
national Bible college in Glasgow. 
While there he met Marion his wife- 
to-be and they have just completed 
two years in Salisbury where he has 
been training for the Ministry. They 
are looking forward to their move 
to the Parish of Chenies with Little 
Chalfont, Latimer and Flaunden, 
and to the birth of their first child. 



TIM is from Brighton but went north 
to study Chemistry at the University 
of Newcastle upon Tyne. It was 
there that he met Margaret, his wife, 
and where they settled to live, Tim 
working for a major pharmaceutical 
company. In 1981 they moved down 
to Oxford where Tim trained for 
three years at Wycliffe Hall. Then 
followed a year of unemployment 
before he and Margaret took up the 
joint managership of St Aldate’s 
Church Coffee House and Bookshop 
in Oxford. He now works for the 
Co-op Dairy as a stock controller, 
and is to be ordained NSM to serve 
at St Matthew’s in Oxford. 
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editorial] - 

IF THE Christian Gospel is to 
work like yeast, within institu- 
tions as well as individuals, 
there are likely to be times of 
crisis when previously- 
accepted norms are challeng- 
ed by the Spirit, and a 
“change of mind” leads to a 
change of direction. 

Today, one of the main social 
issues facing us all is that of 
homelessness. The DOOR recently 
highlighted the problems within 
our own Diocese, and some of the 
ways in which as Christians we are 
trying to help. 

Against such a background, is 
it surprising that attention should 
focus now upon the purchase of a 
temporary house for the Bishop of 
Dorchester at a cost to the Diocese 
of £450,000? 

It would be both unloving and 
unfair to single out Bishop An- 
thony for criticism, and in a let- 
ter on page 7 the Chairman of the 
Diocesan Building Committee has 
defended the committee’s decision 
to buy the house. 

There are unmistakable signs, 
however, that the Church as a 
w hole is being asked to reconsider 
its policy on a number of matters 
concerning property. It is not on- 
ly over the question of clergy hous- 
ing. Much-publicised sales of glebe 
land to the highest bidder for the 
building of executive homes have 
inevitably attracted the comment 
that “the Church is no better than 
any other property developer.” 

At the heart of the problem is a 
historical dilemma. On the one 
hand, the Church preaches the 
liberating challenge of the way of 
the Cross and raises money for the 
underpriviliged; and on the other, 
its Commissioners and statutory 
diocesan boards make as much 
money as they can out of the land 
and property they hold in trust, 
because they are legally bound to 
do so in order to pay the clergy 
and stop the parish share going 
through the roof. 

Michael Bourke, Archdeacon of 
Bedford, wrote recently in 
“ Theology of Today , of the 
Church’s “ancient role of being 
both the guardians of the Church’s 
property and organisers of provi- 
sion for the poor . . . This imposes 
on us a style of money-making 
which can be seriously at odds 
with the Church’s social respon- 
sibility”. 

The Church has courageously 
chosen to enter the political arena 
in the debate over housing and 
homelessness, but ironically in do- 
ing so it has laid itself open to the 
charge of hypocrisy. What you 
could get away with if you stayed 
behind closed church doors is not 
acceptable once you step out into 
the heat of the market place. 

There is no immediate solution. 
It is unrealistic to expect the 
Church to offload all of its proper- 
ty and to send its clergy out in 
search of council houses. 
However, it is good that the sub- 
ject is at least being honestly 
discussed. 

Did Christ mean what he said 
about having no thought for 
tomorrow? Did he really want us 
to store up treasure in heaven 
rather than on earth? As in- 
dividual Christians we are asked 
to consider questions like these, 
and it is perhaps time that the 
Church as an institution con- 
sidered them too. 

Christine Zwart 


Thoughts on Cranmer's anniversary 

Lord Williams just smiled . . . 


IN St Giles in the city of Oxford there 
emerges from the ground what looks like 
the spire of a submerged church. A parable 
in stone four our century perhaps? But no, 
it is the Martyrs Memorial, built by Sir 
Gilbert Scott to commemorate three 
bishops who died in Broad Street, burnt at 
the stake in October 1555 and March 1556. 
One of them had been Archbishop of 
Canterbury for 22 years — Thomas 
Cranmer whose five hundredth anniversary 
of birth we are celebrating on July 2 this 
year. 

Cranmer is often depicted as a rather 
weak man, who changed his mind and was 
totally dominated by King Henry VIII. He 
could write beautiful English but was hard- 
ly a strong figure. No sooner had he been 
approved by the Pope as Archbishop of 
Canterbury, than he colluded with Henry 
VIII in rejecting papal authority; he granted 
the King three divorces on very thin 
theological grounds, and when finally he 
was faced with a new monarch, Queen 
Mary, who led the country back to Rome, 
Cranmer first recanted his heresy and 
schism — and then recanted his recanta- 
tion! “Typical” say his critics, “He was 
uncertain and cowardly to the last”. 

It seems to me that this is a very unfair 
view of an archbishop who was much more 
consistent that he appears on the surface. 

The fact of the matter was that Cranmer 
understood that the basis of authority on 
which a coherent society can exist, was be- 
ing broken down. If the authority of the 
papacy is broken, then authority must find 
its focus in the monarch — authority of 
both Church and State. This was a view — 


perfectly respectable — which had been 
held by a number of people in the debates 
on authority that had continued throughout 
the medieval period, and in the crisis 
Cranmer worked at putting it into practice. 

Cranmer was not anxious to be Ar- 
chbishop and, was abroad when the news 
of his appointment reached him. He took 
a great deal of time getting home. Even so, 
when he was consecrated and took the Oath 
of Allegiance to the Pope, he protected 
himself by signing a piece of paper on 
which he declared that he would never act 
against the laws of God, against the in- 
terests of the King of England, against the 
reform of the Christian religion or the laws 
of the land. In the same year (1534), the 
Act of Supremecy was passed which made 
Henry “Supreme Head on Earth of the 
Church of England”. 

The whole of Cranmer’s ministry as Ar- 
chbishop can be seen as a consistent attempt 
to keep the spiritual and civil coherence of 
the nation intact by upholding the Royal 
Authority. 

He was not without personal courage in 
that brutal age, and pleaded for Thomas 
More, Bishop Fisher and Thomas 
Cromwell — not that they should be retain- 
ed in office, for they were undermining the 
authority that he supported, but for mer- 
cy; and he was willing to risk his own 
reputation and more in making that plea. 

When Mary came to the throne, Cranmer 
could have fled as he advised others to do; 
but he did not. His recantation may have 
had less to do with a failure of personal 
courage than with a puzzlement about how 
to deal with a royal authority that desired 


his obedience in returning to Rome. 

When he was burnt he put his “unwor- 
thy” right hand into the flames and held 
it there. It was then that one of the friars 
attending him ran to Lord Williams of 
Thame, the King’s Executioner and 
benefactor of the school of his name which 
my children attend, crying that the Ar- 
chbishop “was vexed in mind”. But Lord 
Williams merely smiled. 

The mercy that Thomas Cranmer had at- 
tempted to show to others was not shown 
to him, for the principle of authority that 
he had so firmly stood for was being re- 
jected and the authority of the Church as 
an institution focused in the Papacy was be- 
ing reasserted. 

It was not long before both were under 
fire: “I would not Church or King destroy, 
And yet the doctrine taught me as a boy, 
By Crabbe, the curate, now seems 
wonderous odd, That either came im- 
mediately from God”. 

And if they don’t, what is the basis for 
their authority? In the twentieth century 
long-term problems caused by the 
secularisation that followed the Reforma- 
tion include the loss of a basis for any 
authority or common values in our society. 

The spire from the “submerged church” 
in St Giles still points to heaven proclaim- 
ing the authority of God, but few today 
could be as clear and determined as 
Cranmer was in declaring how it is 
mediated. While we may be “vexed in 
mind” I fear that Lord Williams’ pupils, 
like their founder, merely smile. 

Vincent Strudwick 



The Martyrs’ Memorial, built in 
1841 to honour Oxford’s Protes- 
tant martyrs, Cranmer, Ridley 
and Latimer who were burned at 
the stake in Broad Street. Before 
their deaths they were imprison- 
ed in the nearby Bocardo prison. 


Praying for the Diocese 


Glimpse of new horizons 


FROM Leckhampstead to 
Ludgershall (did you know, by 
the way, that Oxford Diocese 
has two Leckhampsteads?), 
from Didcot to Drayton (and 
there are a number of Draytons!) 
people are praying. A lot of it 
goes on unnoticed, but faithful- 
ly, with an enormous variation 
in what people do. 

If I said that the more people who 
pray for the Diocese the better, you 
might wholeheartedly agree. (The 
reasons why you thought so would 
be interesting!) However, if you do, 
why not build into your daily 


prayers, the parishes, clergy, and lay 
leaders of our three counties. How? 
Simply send four SAE’s to me at 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford 0X20 0NB, and 
you will receive “Praying for the 
Diocese” for a year. 

Do photocopy the leaflet if you 
wish to. (A little difficult, as we are 
red this quarter — no connection 
with the European elections) and 
Vicars note that one parish in 
Berkshire has 120 copies for its 
members. It looks as if some inform- 
ed praying is going on there regular- 
ly. Over to you! 

Michael Withey 
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AS I write, Bishop Richard has completed about 
one third of his Visitation marathon which began 
on May 5 in rural Oxfordshire and ends on July 
19 in commuter Berkshire. 

Already, nearly 1200 people have heard him respond 
in some detail to the voices of each deanery as heard 
in the careful replies which parishes have produced to 
the questions on which he had asked PCCs to prayer- 
fully reflect earlier in the year. 

These questions, which for this year have taken the 
place of the usual more practical “Articles of Enquiry” 
sent out by the Archdeacons, and which the chur- 
chwardens alone are required to answer, have not on- 
ly involved a greater amount of consultation, but have 
ranged widely over the whole face of Church life. 

PCCs have been asked to discuss everything from 
the development of the spiritual life to the Christian 
use of money; from tackling how we apply our faith, 
to daily life to the mission of the Church; and from look- 
ing at the way injustice is challenged, to identifying the 
most pressing concern of each gathered congregation. 

Oxfordshire has undergone a dramatic — indeed 
traumatic — change in the last two decades, whether 
it is in the break-up of much that is traditional in village 
life, or the dying of old industries and the emergence 
of new ones — with all the consequent effects upon ur- 
ban living. 

People coming into the village sometimes seem to 
have little interest in Church life, often move on quite 
quickly, and leave only escalating house prices in their 
wake. It is a situation which often highlights the fragile 
future of the village church school with its ever- 
decreasing numbers, and the difficulty local young mar- 
rieds have to find suitable housing. 

The Bishop addressed problems like these, and the 
Church’s response with realism, and with words of en- 
couragement to those living in the “stony part of the 
Lord’s vineyard”. 

There was, he said, much about which to be en- 
couraged: the willingness to try different forms of 


village services in order to attract those who might feel 
ill at ease in a more formal eucharistic setting, the use 
of small groups in the life of the Church to explore all 
aspects of the faith and to build up the faithful; the strug- 
gle to keep open a well cared-for and well prayed-in 
church as a sacramental sign of the presence of God 
within the village community; the small acts of welcome 
and outreach to newcomers and those who have con- 
tact with the Church through baptisms and weddings. 
These are real signs of mission and the “outgoing love 
of God”, he said. 

So how is the Visitation being received? “We have 
broken new ground”. “There can be no going back 
to the old style Visitation”. “I’d no idea just how many 
Bishop’s Officers there are to call upon to give us sup- 
port in the Parish”. 

Yes, each Visitation evening has inspired those who 
were able to be there. Yes, there was a lot on offer and 
yes people took up the opportunities within the limita- 
tions of a short evening. However, the real succes of 
the Visitations will depend on those who were present 
taking back to their parishes the first fruits and shar- 
ing them with others. We need to hear more voices in 
order to truly “do justice to the deanery”. 

Many parishes used the visitation evening to sharpen 
their priorities and to begin to work at an action-plan. 
Part of your strategy may involve making more of the 
Diocesan Officers. As the Bishop said: “They are there 
to be used”. 

If you wish to take forward any issue and need help, 
support or training in any area of parish life, please 
contact the Parish Development Adviser of your Ar- 
chdeaconry who will either respond directly or put you 
in touch with the Bishop’s Officer who can help. 

Barbara Doubtfire 

The Parish Development Advisers are— Berkshire: 
Leonora Wilson, High Wycombe 31505; Buck- 
inghamshire: Anne Faulkner, Slough 25935; Oxford- 
shire: Barbara Doubtfire, Woodstock 812095. 


Finding it hard to manage on 
your pension? 

WE NOW HAVE GOOD NEWS FOR ANYBODY AGED 60 
OR OVER. WHO OWNS THEIR OWN HOUSE/FLAT 

(Minimum value £60,000) 

We have several schemes available for the retired home-owner 
wishing to improve their income. 

A cash lump sum can be taken as well as a monthly payment. 
This is arrangd using a selection of Building Societies enabling 
you to maintain ownership of your property. 

For further details please telephone: 

(0227) 277906 (Ansaphone Service) 

If yo wish please return coupon below for a quotation without 
any obligation. 

EMMETT JONES & CO 


CHESTER HOUSE, 2 OXFORD STREET, 
WHITSTABLE, KENT CT5 1DB 

Approved representative of DBS Management Pic. 

Name ;„T 

Address 

Tel: 

Age Value of Property £ 

Consumer Credit Licence No. 228816 Dept TD 



B&5 

ROOFING 


94 South view Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 0BB 
Tel: (0734) 471122 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 


FLAT ROOFING PROBLEMS? 

A typical 12ft x 12ft roof can cost as little as £197.00 which includes: 

★ All your existing roof removed ★ A brand new three layer built-up felt 
roofing system fixed, with a mineral finish — to the full British Standard 

★ A full ten year guarantee against leakage (without all that small print) 

★ Quality workmanship — next to none ★ A full detailed quotation — 
without obligation. 

slipin' and a slidin’ . . . 

SLATE & TILE REPAIRS 

We also specialise in slate and tile repairs — guttering and general roofing 
maintenance. Again we are not afraid to quote you some prices. For in- 
stance on a terraced house replacing or re-fixing up to 15 slates is a fixed 
price of only £47.50 inclusive. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER OUR BEST 
INTEREST LIES IN YOUR BEST INTEREST 


TEL: READING 471122 

VAT registration number: 438 2729 31 


ANTIQUES PURCHASED 

Cross Antiques wish to purchase Antiques of all types. We pay top prices and can 
normally equal or better Auction estimates without the risk or deduction of 
commission (most auctions take up to 25% of the price paid in commission and 
VAT). 

We are interested in single items or will undertake complete house clearances. 

Cross Antiques 

37 HIGH STREET, WATLINGTON, OXON 

TEL: (049 J 61) 2324 (any time) 


VOLVO 

Buying a car from Thomas 
of Aylesbury is only the 
beginning of what we hope 
will be a long and happy 
relationship with our 
customers. Our service 
facilities offer a complete 
range of services and 
repairs that you may require 
during the long life of your 
Volvo. 


THOMAS OF AYLESBURY 

79-85 TRING ROAD, AYLESBURY 
TEL: (0296) 88899 



NEW AND USED 
V0LV0S ALWAYS IN 

STOCK 

Please contact: 
Tegwyn Thomas 
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Bishop Anthony’s house 


THERE has been adverse publicity 
recently about the proposed purchase 
of Holmby House at Sibford Ferris 
for the Bishop of Dorchester, and so 
I thought it might be helpful to re- 
state the facts. 

It remains our intention to build 
a purpose-built house for the Bishops 
of Dorchester on our own land, but 
following the refusal of planning 
permission at Church Enstone it will 
take some time for an appeal to be 
heard. 

Meanwhile, it has become a mat- 
ter of urgency, after 18 months of 
commuting from Warwickshire, to 
move the Bishop into the Diocese — 
and added to this was the understan- 
dable request from the Diocese of 
Coventry for the vacation of Whit- 
church Rectory, where the Bishop 
is at present living. The Rectory, 
which we have been renting, was 
needed by the end of this Summer. 
A house had to be found which 
would both serve as a residence, and 
also as a place of work.for him and 
his secretary. A number of 
possibilities have been considered 
over the past year or so but we have 
been forced out of the market on 
several occasions. 

Two possibilities finally emerged. 
One, an existing Diocesan proper- 
ty, then valued at £350,000, need- 
ed extensive refurbishment and 
alterations. It was estimated that this 
work would cost in the region of 
£75,000-£ 100,000. At the same 
time, Holmby House was available 
which would provide adequate space 
with only minor alterations, but at 
a cost in excess of that which the 
Building Committee considered ac- 
ceptable in the present financial cir- 
cumstances. 

Clearly, the avoidance of major 
alterations would benefit the Diocese 
both in terms of time, and on the re- 
sale of the property. The Buildings 
Committee, therefore, decided to 
authorise expenditure not exceeding 
£450,000, for the purchase of 
Holmby House. That decision has 
been adhered to, and the additional 
cost of the house is being funded 
privately. 

Much of the adverse publicity has 
centred around the existence of a 
swimming pool, stables and a ten- 
nis court and the Press have played 
.on this. But house prices in this area 
are high in any event, and although 
the property itself basically conforms 
to the Church Commissioners' 
guidelines it will still be necessary 
to provide office accommodation in 
an outbuilding. The additional 
features will not be paid for, or 
maintained at, the Diocese’s 
expense. 

The publicity has been unfortunate 
and damaging, but I believe that 
once people understand the full facts, 
they will realise that after full and 
detailed consideration the Diocesan 
Building Committee acted correct- 
ly and in the best interests of the 
Diocese. 

E. /. Deung, 
Chairman , The Oxford Diocesan 
Board of Finance Building 
Committee 


Urban aid 

I AM a Christian, an active member 
of the C of E and also a local Con- 
servative councillor; I don’t believe 
that membership of those three 
bodies is incompatible. So I am 
writing to support A. M. Hughes' 
very reasonable letter in your last 
Issue. 

Even if the Urban Appeal was 
spearheaded by a photograph of 
rather doubtful authenticity, it is still 
a cause worthy of all our support. 
But CAP Ltd is a political pressure- 
group given to frequent (not very ac- 
curate) attacks on the present 
Government; and is certainly not a 
charity in any sense of the word. 

I rather doubt if Synod realised the 
full political connotation of suppor- 
ting CAP; and its decision certainly 
got no publicity up here (north of 
Aylesbury is a no-go area, anyway). 
But it does make it very difficult for 
the many thousand Church members 
who also vote Conservative to sup- 
port an appeal which is now pledg- 
ed to give £100,000 to an organ of 
vocal political opposition. 

I really do believe that the 
Diocesan Synod should have second 
thoughts on the matter. Of course it 
is open for individual Church 
members to support CAP, animal 
rights, anti -apartheid, or any other 
political movement; but for the 
Synod to decree that a particular and 
vocal anti-Conservative pressure 
group must have the benefit of 5% 
of all donations given in this Diocese 
to the Urban Fund is both unfair and 
counter-productive. 

Edward Ellis, 

Olney, Bucks 




South Africa 


I WRITE as a British subject who 
grew up and spent much of my life 

— except for war service and the 
post-war years — in South Africa. 
So I have lived with the entire ‘apar- 
theid’ nightmare! Eventually, unable 
to do anything to ‘put things right' 
and unable to continue to live with 
enforced ‘apartheid’ and the 
resulting cruelty and sadness, we 
returned to Britain for good. 

In your June issue of The DOOR 
there was a piece entitled “Why 
sanctions would work”. 

I read that article with a mixture 
of stunned amazement that people 
purport to be experts or authorities, 
when they clearly know virtually 
nothing about the subject. 

As for the aspects he chose to 
highlight, such as whether doctors 
should treat everyone regardless of 
skin colour; should Johannesburg 
busses be desegregated and should 
Sandown (an exceptionally high- 
priced suburb beyond the means of 
nearly all whites and all but the odd 
black millionaire!) become a free 
residence area, shows he is com- 
pletely ignorant of or missing the 
real issues and the real tragedy in 
South Africa such as the economic 
deprivation of the blacks; lack of 
employment opportunities and train- 
ing schemes; simple poverty; restric- 
tions of free movement; poor 
education; poor domestic and sanita- 
tion facilities — and so on — and 
ON! 

John Madeley's points are virtual- 
ly irrelevant. Free residential areas 
in South Africa are an issue for a 
mere handful of prosperous black 
businessmen, lawyers and doctors. 
Of course the busses should be 
desegregated — as, in fact, they are 
in some areas. 

As for doctors treating everyone 
regardless of the colour of their skin 

— this is, in fact, the norm, and 
standard practice among the entire 
medical profession virtually, with 
the rare exception of the odd crank, 
such as may be found among doc- 
tors in all countries. I trained as a 
doctor and practised there for over 
twenty-five years so I know very 
well how coloureds and Africans 
were treated by colleagues. In the 
excellent State Hospital Service, 
blacks and coloureds received the 
same care and treatment as the white 
patients — and they did not have the 
long wait for operations as occurs in 
our NHS. 

Black, Indian and white doctors — 
both GP and Consultant — treat all 
patients in hospital, in clinic, in the 
consulting room and even the home 
in town and city areas but sadly and 
understandably there are few doctors 
practising in the distant homelands 
and outlying thinly populated areas. 
For all races, in urban and suburban 
areas, the same facilities and treat- 
ment is given free in hospital — and 
is well up to the standard of our 
NHS. 

And so we come to the main thrust 
of John Madeley’s unfortunate let- 
ter/article - SANCTIONS! With 
this comes his all-too-transparent 
urge to condemn and to 
unjustifiably-denigrate Mrs Thatcher 
and her strong, unwavering and 
totally reasonable stand on sanctions, 
by saying that she “is seen as a 
friend of apartheid”. 

Perhaps it will be a real eye- 
opener for John Madeley to know 
that no lesser person than the Chair- 
man (in exile) of the extreme, ter- 
rorist ANC — one Oliver Tembo — 
recently said that the official policy 
of the ANC is now against sanc- 
tions!! So even the ANC agrees with 
and supports Mrs Thatcher and her 
wisdom! That should give John 
Madeley some food for thought. 

R. F. Maggs , 
Dorchester-on - Thames 


especially the United Kingdom, 
realised how out of step we are in 
refusing to apply real sanctions 
against the government of South 
Africa maybe there could be some 
movement on this issue. 

In my two years in Zimbabwe I 
canvassed opinion from black 
Africans of all strata of society and 
of several nationalities including 
South Africans, and they were all 
pro-sanctions. Many, obviously not 
all, whites were also for a quick 
rather than a long drawn-out end to 
apartheid. Rhodesia/Zimbabwe suf- 
fered long enough with half-hearted 
sanctions. It would have been over 
in the early seventies, had they been 
truly effectively applied. 

The suffering of the blacks is 
always the long-stop escape clause 
for those dragging their feet on this 
issue, but the blacks suffer every day 
because of their skin colour, from 
the humblest gardener to the Ar- 
chbishop of the Province who 
because of the colour of his skin is 
not even a citizen of his own coun- 
try. All right-mind people know 
apartheid is an institutional sin and 
a' theological heresy, so why ‘play 
the 'game' any longer? 

Apartheid is a cancer in the body 
of humanity and needs removing as 
soon as possible for the good of all 
in South Africa — black, white, 
Asian, colouied. 

The Revd Philip Derbyshire 
Team Vicar, Hitcham , Bucks 


I CAN sympathise with Bishop 
Richard’s pragmatic attitude to 
southern African human rights pro- 
blems, reflected in his article ‘Still 
seeking justice’ in your May issue 
but I believe it is incumbent upon our 
church leaders to look below the sur- 
face on such moral issues. 

The fundamental objective of the 
South African Separate Develop- 
ment policy, nicknamed Apartheid, 
has always been beyond reproach, 
even if in its implementation there 
have been abuses. The objective has 
been to stop exploitation of 
relatively-unsophisticated black 
peoples and encourage and assist 
them to develop self reliance. 

In the early years the 
achievements of that policy were 
quite spectacular. Black people ad- 
vanced much faster than their 
counterparts elsewhere in southern 
Africa in respect of standard of liv- 
ing, basic human rights and pro- 
spects for political advancement; so 
much so that even today the govern- 
ment has a problem preventing an in- 
flux from the black-ruled 
neighbouring states, states that en- 
joy considerable aid from First 
World countries, while poor little 
South Africa has to contend with a 
massive campaign of most evil in- 
tention to destroy her. 

And. while she is being accused 
of causing all the ills in neighbour- 
ing countries (a propaganda stunt to 
attract more aid) she is there quiet- 
ly assisting those same countries in 
numerous ways. I know, for exam- 
ple they are at the moment offering 
to extend the South African electrici- 
ty grid to help develop those coun- 
tries' infrastructures. 

I believe very strongly that we 
Christians must ignore the politicians 
and the popular media that thrive on 
calumny, and concentrate our atten- 
tion on where the evil actually is — 
not on where prudence suggests we 
should agree it is . 

Paul van C oiler, 
Milton Keynes 


I WAS extremely pleased to see the 
article by John Madeley on sanctions 
in South Africa in The DOOR. If on- 
ly more people in the West, and 


Poll tax 

I WOULD draw the attention of A. 
M. Hughes, who objects to a peti- 
tion against the poll tax, to Amos, 
chapter 5, and the punishment there 
threatened for those who levy taxes 
on the poor. In ASB it is one of the 
readings for Ash Wednesday. 

Perhaps we should not be petition- 
ing — we should be denouncing. 

Edwin Chapman, 
Reading 


GET FIT, NOT FAT 

SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 
MONITORED BY 
EXPERIENCED DOCTORS 

FAST, SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 

It’s simple and safe — one pill per day 
makes you feel less hungry and enables 
you to keep to a calorie controlled diet. A 
complete re-education of eating habits to 
aid permanent weight reduction. 

Monitoring by experienced doctor. 

£9 weekly (including medication) 

Just call in at: 

Berkshire Diet Centre 

18 Cross Street, Reading, Berks 

(Opposite Marks & Spencer) 

or Telephone: (0734) 505227 

CLINIC TIMES: 

Monday /Tuesday /Thursday/Friday 
11.30am to 8pm; 

Wednesday 4pm to 8pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 



PROBABLY THE FINEST RANGE OF 
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS, 

DOORS, PORCHES, & 
CONSERVATORIES 
IN OXFORDSHIRE! 

CERTAINLY THE BEST 
VALUE FOR MONEY 


1 . 


CUT OUT THE MIDDLE MAN 
NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 
NON COMMISSIONED SALESMEN 

EXCELLENT REPUTATION 
FIRST CLASS FITTERS 


For the best deal in Town, buy DIRECT 
FROM THE MANUFACTURER. 

Whether cash or finance, no money is 
parted with until work is completed. 
Our good name has been built on 
friendly, personal service, NO HIGH 
PRESSURE SALES TACTICS. 

More of our work comes from the 
recommendation of satisfied customers 
than any other source. 

All trained to Regal's high standards 
NO WORK SUB CONTRACTED. 


SHOWROOOM OPEN: 

Mon to Fri 9.30-5pm, Sat 1 0am-2.30pm 

Bring your sizes and we will 
prepare a quote while you view 
our products. Or for a friendly, 

no obligation 

quote in your home. 
^ ring Oxford 

1 790101 < 24hours > 
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Unit 13 

Oxford Business Centre, Osney Lane, Oxford 
Ring Oxford 790101 (24 hours) 
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YOUR LOCAL 
WHEELCHAIR 
SALES, 
SERVICE 
AND REPAIR 
EXPERTS 

raymarGL 
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l Teatherton 9~(oiise 

Residential Care Home for Retired Persons 



OPENING JUNE 1989 

BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN. 

To view or receive a brochure, 
please telephone: 

Deddington (0869)38259 
Banbury (0295)3959 
Banbury (0295)78-8154 
Chapel Square, Deddington, Oxon 0X5 4SG 


HARRISON AU PAIR BUREAU 

AU PAIRS AVAILABLE 
lor this Summer or up to 2 years 

WONDERFUL FOR WORKING MOTHERS 
WELCOME HELP DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

TELEPHONE: 0635 60149 
9am - 8pm MON-SAT 

Licence No SE 16485 


Old People’s Home Next? 

- AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH. If you, or an elderly relative, are 
unhappy at the seemingly unavoidable prospect of leaving one's own 
home to take up residence in an Old People's Home — Then contact 
Able Agency — for details of their highly successful "Continuous 
Housekeeping Scheme". Most people, including the elderly are hap- 
piest in their own homes. 

THE ABLE AGENCY 

TEL: NORWICH (0603) 666264 

(Employment Agencies Licence No.) SE(A) 4807, write to: 

Suite 3, Front Sackville Place, 4/48 Magdalen Street, 
Norwich NR3 1 JE 


New and Secondhand 
ELECTRIC 

Wheelchairs 
& Scooters 


★ FAST REPAIR SERVICE 
★ BATTERIES & TYRES FITTED 



Centres 



A view of the exterior at Holtwood Rest Home 


A small luxury Country Residence for the retired. We are situated 4 x ft 
miles West of Newbury, quietly nestling in 27 acres of beautiful English 
countryside in an area of outstanding natural beauty. 

Our home, is rather unique the small purpose built complex for the 
elderly has been converted from traditional 19th century granary buildings 
all of which have retained their character. 

Holtwood Rest home is owned and personally supervised by Michael 
and Mary Brown R.G.N. N.D.N. Cert, who have lived in the Newbury 
area for many years. 

Small is beautiful. Holtwood has been designed to create a home from 
home environment for our guests whether visiting us on a short term 
basis, or making a permanent home with us. Our main aim is to care 
for our guests in every possible way while at the same time the individuals 
privacy is always respected. Fully qualified nursing staff are on hand 
24 hours a day. 

Home from home each of the six rooms are individually designed to 
a high standard and each with its own bathroom en suite. All rooms 
have a nurse call system, colour television with remote control and 
telephone. An additional feature is a bathroom incorporating a Heat- 
sons Spa Physio Bath. We have set out to achieve a high standard of 
cuisine at Holtwood. Dietary needs are well catered for. 



Just one of our beautiful interiors 

It is difficult to put CARE into words, but we feel sure that once you 
have visited Holtwood and received its warm welcome you will want to 
stay. For further information or to arrange a visit please call Michael 
or Mary Brown on Highclere (0635) 253046. 

HOLTWOOD REST HOME, HAMSTEAD MARSHALL 
Nr NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE, RG15 OJH 


Holtwood Rest 
Home 

THIS luxury country 
residence for the retired 
is situated four-and-a- 
half miles from 
Newbury within easy 
reach of junction 1 3 of 
the M4. 

Set in an oustanding 
area of natural beauty, 
Holtwood has been 
converted from tradi- 
tional 19th century 
granary buildings. 


Mary has been nurs- 
ing in the Berkshire area 
for the past 1 5 years, 
working as a nursing 
sister and as a practice 
nurse with special in- 
terest in preventive 
medicine and care of 
the elderly. 


Holtwood's main aim 
is to care for its guests 
in what ever possible 
way, providing a home- 
from-home atmos- 
phere, while at the 
same time respecting 
the individual's privacy. 


Residents are en- 
couraged to be as ac- 
tive as possible 
whether it be as in- 
dividuals or in village 
life. 


Both Michael and 
May believe that it is 
difficult to put CARE in- 
to words and would like 
to take this opportunity 
to invite you to visit 
Holtwood and see for 
yourself the home and 
all its amenities. 


To arrange a visit 
please call Highclere 
0635 253046. 


Flower Festival 

"Jesus, Light of the World" 

AT GROVE PARISH CHURCH 
Fri July 14 to Sun July 16 

Also Concert by St Giles 
Orchestra, Sat July 15, 7.30 

Telephone: (02357) 65380 


THE GUILD OF THE HOLY 
GHOST THE COMFORTER 

(President: The Bishop of 
Leicester) 

THE GUILD EXISTS TO HONOUR 
GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT AND TO 
OFFER DAILY THANKSGIVING AND 
INTERCESSIONS TO AND 
THROUGH HIM 

New members would be welcome, 
and a stamp to the Secretary: 

THE REVEREND ALFRED ROSE 
6 POPE S COTTAGES, 
CHURCH ROAD, WINKFIELD, 
WINDSOR, BERKS, SL4 4SQ 

would bring full details 


CHILWORTH HOUSE 
REGISTERED 
RETIREMENT HOME 

24 hourly attention by 
caring staff. Short or 
long stay. Single rooms 
and sharing 

VACANCY AVAILABLE 

Special diets catered for 

7 RECTORY AVENUE 
HIGH WYCOMBE 
Tel: HW 26867 


CATERER 

REQUIRED 

at St Mary's Convent 
WANTAGE, OXON 
0X12 9DJ 

Telephone: 
(02357) 3141 

Apply to: the 
Convent Superior 


MUMS AND DADS 

Are you having a Childrens Party? 
Let "Party Pops" take care of the 
music and games. 

Telephone: Aylesbury 
82909/Winslow 341 2 


NEWLY CONVERTED TO THE VERY LATEST 
HEALTH AUTHORITY STANDARDS 

InetonQ^nor 



NURSING HOME 


MANOR LWK. KINE IX ).\. \V.\R\VI( KSII1RI! ( \ (UT 

* LONG AND SHORT 
TERM STAY 

* CONVALESCENT 
*GERL\TRICCARE 

* RESPITE CARE 

CONTACT MATRON: 

MRS GEORGIXE PUNSTER C >X 

3 KIXETON 641789 


1 

Ttr 

Im 

Sm 

J 

DJJ 



Sitting properly doesnT 
have to be a pain 
in the back. 


About a quarter of the population suffer from backaches 
sometime in their lives. Cintique, after careful study and research, 
have done much to help in the relief of such problems. The Cintique 
Back Care Collection is the result and the Highgrove, shown here, 
is a fine example from it. 

A classic style designed to fit into any environment, the four 
models in the Highgrove collection all have Cintique’s unique 
springing system and high supporting back to give you the extra com- 
fort and support your back needs. - ■ 

Come in and sit down — ■ |I*|T |f^|| 

you’ll feel better already. II 

HULL LOOSLEY & PEARCE are pleased to announce that they have 
been appointed main agents for Cintique Chairs and Settees. 


HULL LOOSLEY & PEARCE LTD 


120-123 OXFORD ROAD. HIGH WYCOMBE 

Telephone High Wycombe 33222 DEPT TO 



CJcxm&e€€' C7uaa 

NUKS INC HOME 




COXWELL HALL NURSING HOME 
Faringdon, Oxfordshire 

Coxwell Hall, situated on thq. outskirts of the attractive market 
town of Faringdon, is now registered with the Oxfordshire 
Health Authority as a Nursing Home. 

The Nursing Home has been furnished to provide a high stan- 
dard of accommodation for all its patients, the 32 beds be- 
ing in single and double rooms, mainly with en-suite facilities. 
All rooms are fully carpeted and furnished to the highest 
specification, with central heating, colour television, 
telephone and nurse call system. 

Care of the elderly at Coxwell Hall is designed to meet the 
individual needs of the patient and is offered in the form of 
short term or holiday stays and long term care. Coxwell Hall 
is also available to provide post-operative and convalescent 
care for all ages. 

Prospective patients or relatives are invited to visit the Nurs- 
ing Home where the Matron, Mrs Amanda Hanna, will be 
pleased to show you the excellent facilities and discuss in- 
dividual requirements. 

Matron may be contacted by telephone on Faringdon 
(0367) 22985 or by writing to Coxwell Hall Nursing Home, 
Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7LF. 













Photo: Andrew Lawson 
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Life in the churchyard 


AS is becoming more and more 
recognised, our churchyards 
have the potential for providing 
areas of wildlife conservation, 
be they in the midst of over- 
cultivated countryside or 
heavily-conc reted urban areas. 

Churchyards are, in many cases, 
an important sanctuary for many 
plant and animal species often 
representing the remnants of herb- 
rich meadows from which the 
original church site was derived. 
Many or our churchyards represent 
habitats which have largely dis- 
appeared from lowland Britain. 

On Friday, May 12, not the sun- 
niest of days. The Living Church- 
yard Project, produced by the 
Church and Conservation Project, 
was launched at the churchyard of 
Sisland in Norfolk. Unlike many 
churchyards, it was covered with 
wild flowers because of sensitive 
management — including a number 
of species, such as meadow saxifage, 
which are now rare in this country. 

The Church and Conservation 
Project was established at the Arthur 
Rank Centre, an ecumenical centre 
providing a formal link between the 
churches and the organisations of the 
rural and agricultural community, as 
well as serving as a chaplaincy and 
a socio-economic unit to the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England. 
Since 1987, the Project, staffed and 
funded by the Nature Conservancy 
Council, has developed the inter- 
relationship between the issues, prin- 
ciples and practices of conservation 

Classic 


and the work of the Church, in- 
cluding its land-holding interests, 
and ethical and spiritual aspects of 
environmental change. 

The Living Churchyard Project 
was designed to help churches and 
others to see the importance of chur- 
chyards for wildlife, and to provide 
management guidelines to enhance 
wildlife potential. Sadly, many chur- 
chyards are over-managed — grass 
is cut too nfeny times a year and so- 
called weeds are sprayed, resulting 
in potential habitats for birds, but- 
terflies and small animals being 
destroyed. People often fear that, if 
wildlife is encouraged, the church- 
yard will look untidy and neglected 
but the Project helps us to come to 
a new understanding and sym- 
pathetic management. 

The programme, a practically- 
orientated churchyard nature trail, 
combines a selection of slides featur- 
ing churchyard flora and fauna from 
a range of sources and locations, 
together with an interesting conver- 
sation-style narrative audio commen- 
tary exploring various conservation 
management ideas and techniques 
related to practical topics, including 
grass cutting, wall rebuilding, plan- 
ting schemes and the establishment 
of suitable sites for cremation 
memorial plots. 

Further information on “The Liv- 
ing Churchyard” Resources and In- 
formation Desk are available from 
Eve Dennis, Development Officer of 
the Church and Conservation Pro- 
ject, Arthur Rank Centre, National 

Clewer 


Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh, 
Warwickshire CV8 2LZ, tel: (0203) 
696969 ext 339. 

In Buckinghamshire, in conjunc- 
tion with BBONT (the Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire 
Naturalists Trust), and the County 
Council, a leaflet has been publish- 
ed on the care and maintenance for 
wildlife conservation in churchyards 
and it is hoped a similar leaflet will 
be published in Berkshire and Ox- 
fordshire. 

Leaflets, more information and 
help can be obtained from BBONT, 
3 Church Cowley Road, Rose Hill, 
Oxford 0X4 3SR, tel: Oxford 
775476, or from the Revd Peter 
Bugg, at Brill Vicarage, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP18 9ST, tel: Brill (0844) 
238325. 

Peter Bugg 
Peter Bugg is Rural Chaplain 
and. a member of the Church 
and Conservation Project. 

A Diocesan 
garden? 

THAT conservation comes in many 
forms has been highlighted by the 
mysterious appearance, in the 
Church House garden, of a plant 
identified as a Victorian favourite. 
This flower, a doronicum species, 
is later and longer in bloom than the 
well known early spring bloom 
grown today. 

There may be other plants of 
similar status, either at Church 
House, or at some of the chur- 
chyards, rectories and vicarages. 
This gives an extra force to my 
thought that it would be fitting if 
Church House garden could contain 
plants which re-called some of the 
parishes in the Diocese. 

By the appearance of the next 
issue, I would be glad to hear from 
any of the parishes who would be 
willing to help in this way. 

R. J. Snell , gardener at 
Diocesan Church House 


CLEWER parishioners have pointed that their churchyard has been 
well and truly living since the early 1980s. In 1982 an essay on the 
threefold attraction of their churchy ard/church/museum won second 
prize in the Sunday Times Kenneth Allsop Memorial competition. They 
now have one main conservancy area and now over one hundred 
varieties of flowering plants have been noted in the churchyard, some 
very rare. 

Visitors are welcome to inspect the conservation area, but are ask- 
ed to keep to the paths and (of course) not to pick flowers or remove 
any plants. 


CLERICAL SHIRTS in poly toHon all 
at £12.95 

Slip in collar long sleeve in black, grey, royal blue, short 
sleeve in black end grey, collar attached in black, grey, 
roya and light blue. Flull clerical collar, fly front or back 
fastening in black, grey or royal blue. 

P&P one to three shirts £1.50. Four shirts or more 
£2.50. 


$TtyC DOOR 


is the Church Newspaper of the 
Diocese of Oxford. It is produced 
by the Diocese in Association with 
Oxford Newspapers — part of 
Goodhead Publishing and is 
distributed by Church Membership 
to 210,000 readers in the three 
archdeaconries of Oxon, Bucks and 
Berks. 


DUNCAN CHURCH VESTMANTS LTD 

27 High St, Ironbridge, Shropshire TF8 2AO 
Tel: 095-245 3293 


To advertise in this newspaper 
please contact: 

Ruth Williams on 
Oxford (0865) 880505 
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RETIRE IN A STYLE TO 
WHICH YOU'LL BECOME 
ACCUSTOMED 


GUARDIAN COURT, MIDDLETON ROAD, BANBURY^ 

Luxury Private Retirement Apartments with One and Two Bedrooms. 
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NOW AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING 


PRICES FROM £59,500 


• Resident Warden 

• 24 hour emergency alarm system 

• Residents’ lounge & guest suite 

• Gold Medallion central heating system 

• Landscaped grounds with summer house 

• Double glazing 

• Lift 


SHOW FLATS 
NOW OPEN! 

Friday to Monday 
11am to 4pm 



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JANET BLAY, GUARDIAN HOUSING ASSOCIATION, 

ANCHOR HOUSE, 269A BANBURY ROAD, OXFORD 0X2 7HU 
TELEPHONE: (0865) 311711 


QUESTION OF CARING 


FAIRDALE HOUSE 

Small private rest home for elderly 
Oxfordshire County Council registered. 

* 1 Vz miles from Oxford city centre * home from home * 
24 hour's professional care * fully centrally heated * lovely 
gardens * all amenities are available * hair dresser and 
chiropodist available * short or long stay. 

For further details telephone Mrs Harrison (SRN) 
on Oxford (0 865) 864621 



Rose Court Hotel 



Excellent value accommodation in the 
most popular part of Central London. 
An elegant building of the last century 
(being former home of Lady Jennie 
Churchill) the Rose Court Hotel has 
recently been refurbished to a high 
standard to provide all the amenities of 
a modern hotel. — All 60 rooms have 
been tastefully decorated to provide 
private bathrpom and/or shower, colour 
TV, radio and direct dial telephone. 

Rose Court Hotel 

35 GREAT CUMBERLAND PLACE 
MARBLE ARCH. LONDON W1 
Tel: 01-262 7241 
Telex' 291126 OPUS G 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 

PENHURST GUEST HOUSE 

Penhurst is a late Victorian house, situated 5 minutes from town centre and Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre, which offers excellent accommodation with colour TVs. 
Some rooms have private facilities. Large comfortable dining room and private park- 
ing. School parties arranged. Babysitting by arrangement. 

SAE or phone for details MRS ROBINSON 
34 Evesham Place, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire 
Tel: (0789) 205259 AA & RAC Listed 


SECRETARIAL SERVICES | WITNEY FAX BUREAU 

Typing, Word Processing, I Fax facility, send or receive 
photocopying, etc | worldwide 

CLEARTYPE AGENCY 

46 MARKET SQUARE, WITNEY, OXON 
Tel: Witney 704858/703418 
Fax: (0993) 704858 


SECURE RETIREMENT 
ASSOCIATION (Headington) LTD 

TWO STUDIO FLATS 

For sale £57,500 and £59,950 

EMDEN HOUSE provides retirement ac- 
commodation of excellent quality for 
mainly professional and academic 
people. 

Further details available from The 

Administrator, Emden House, Barton 
Lane, Headington, Oxford 0X3 9JU 
Tel: Oxford 60217 


DO YOU NEED MORE 
INCOME? 

If you are over 70 and a home owner you can generate an 
income from your house. 

Why not phone HW 465678 now for further details. 

It could be to your advantage. 


11B Crendon Street 
High Wycombe, Bucks. 



Robert Nix Associates • 



Funeral Directors 


H. C. Grimstead Ltd 

Amersham 


Harefield 

(0494) 726130 

DAY, MIGHT AMD SUkDAY ATTEMDAkCE 

0895 822297 

Eastcote 

Beaconsfield 

Ruislip 

01-866 0688 

(0494) 672668 

(0895) 632553 


TILBURY HOUSE 


Gerrards Cross 

SHEPHERDS LANE 

West Drayton 

(0753) 882644 

BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS 

(0895) 442032 
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Meeting God in 
the workplace 


I SUPPOSE that this heading is one description 
of a chaplain’s role. At the end of any one day 
as a City Centre Chaplain there is ample food for 
reflection in the many encounters that have been 
the daily bread of my rounds. 

As I write, I cart look back over the last 24 hours 
and think over conversations with the managing direc- 
tors of two large stores, and the manager of a shop- 
ping centre complex. There were also talks with 
employees on the shop floor in perfumery, menswear 
and hairdressing. Passing contact, too, with staff on 
a lunch counter, at an information desk, in a volunteer 
bureau and at a church book shop filled in the gaps. 

My round of visits had all the richness of life in its 
fullness. Birth?, marriages and deaths are always a good 
focus for a chaplain’s visit. Broken marriages, remar- 
riages, painful divorce situations are the stuff of every 
day’s meetings. 

Moments of hope surface — and surprise when peo- 
ple make requests such as seeking a setting where they 
can renew their marriage vows after some difficult 
patch; and several requests recently, to say prayers of 
blessing in homes and dwelling places. 

It's a privileged position, when persons from all walks 
are willing to let the chaplain walk beside them in the 
intense and perhaps sorrowful, as well as joyful, 
moments of their lives. 

“God In The Workplace’’ is the title of the current 
lecture series at Thursday lunchtimes in Milton Keynes. 
Dr Anne Borrowdale, Social Responsibility Officer 
from the Diocese, opened the series on June 1 . Among 
the audience there were office workers from Scicon — 
a major computer company — a senior technician from 


the Anglia Water Authority, a privately-employed mid- 
wife who encourages women in home births, and a 
young clerk working in a Civil Service department. 
Anne developed the theme Service At Work and 
challenged us to explore the meaning of service and 
the many contexts, both religious and secular, in which 
this term is employed. We examined questions such as 
the recognition of service rendered whether paid or un- 
paid, the differing expectations of caring in men and 
women, and were in agreement that one can’t give from 
emptiness. 

A true Christian ethic leaves space for freedom in 
response to need, and due love of self needs to be 
fostered. The ideal to which we aspire could be encom- 
passed in the notion of FLOURISHING in our SER- 
VICE AT WORK. 

Anne’s talk, and the others in this series on Spiritual 
Direction, Retailing and International Relations should 
help some people in Milton Keynes to reflect on their 
working lives, to raise awareness of work related issues 
and to meet God in The Workplace. Those who attended 
were keen to find some opportunity to meet once a 
month and to deepen their understanding of the inter- 
relationship of work, society and spiritual growth. 

Thank you to the Oxford Diocese for sharing its 
resourceful personnel with those of us in this new city. 

Sister Maureen Farrell , FCJ 

Sister Maureen Farrell is the Roman 
Catholic member of the Ecumenical Team of 
the Parish of Christ the Cornerstone, Milton 
Keynes and a City Centre Chaplain. 



competition. Guesses please to 0734 


Continued from 
page 4 

Finally, Buckingham deanery 
have sent a “Buckingham calling’’ 
message to all our readers inviting 
them to this north west corner of the 
Diocese on August 19-20 for cream 
teas at Adstock and Maids Moreton 
and a Deanery flower festival in aid 
of the Church Urban Fund. 

The clergy continue to amaze us 
with their own particular brand of 
fund-raising. Could it be that 
theological training is now including 
survival courses? The Revd Bill 
Glazebrook from the Broadshire 
Group of Parishes is just off to 
Scotland for a week’s sponsored 
gliding for the Church Urban Fund. 
While in Reading the intrepid Revd 
Derek Spears Honorary Secretary 
of the Corrymeela link committee is 
off to Jerusalem on July 15 by motor 
bike. He hopes to raise money for 
the Link with a “guess the mileage’’ 


573755. 

On June 3 as part of their aim to 
establish closer links with the com- 
munity Burford Priory took the in- 
itiative and invited “the world’’ in 
for an open day. 250 visitors pic- 
icked in the grounds and explored 
the priory. At the end of the day. 
Mother Prioress, the Sisters and a 
group of Brothers who have recent- 
ly come to live alongside the nuns 
as part of a new initiative in the 
monastic life, joined them in pray- 
ing that the Priory should be known 
as a place of healing and peace 
where the glory of God is affirmed 
in the life and prayer of the Com- 
munity. 

Among the 32 items in a magnifi- 
cent exhibition called “Images of 
Mystery’’ arranged by Edward 
Robinson as part of the June Dor- 
chester Festival was a striking 
Christus figure made by Peter Ball. 
So many people have said it ought 


to remain in the Abbey that he has 
generously dropped the asking price 
from £4,500 to £3,500 to allow more 
people to see and respond to it. 

DOOR stop 

This requires great concentration 
. . . Jonathan Jee, son of the Revd 
Colin Jee, Rector of Lugershall, 
near Aylesbury, was ordained last 
Michaelmas and on May 20 married 
Juliet, elder daughter of the Revd 
and Mrs John Morris, headmaster of 
Handcross Park School in Sussex, 
and also a contemporary of Colin Jee 
at Oxford. 

The Jee’s daughter, Mary, is mar- 
rying the Revd Andrew Rimmer on 
July 8. Andy is the son of the Revd 
and Mrs Roy Rimmer ol 
Newmarket. Colin will be giving his 
daughter away, and Roy will be tak- 
ing the service. Colin and Roy knew 
each other in New Malden 

Clearly, the year 2030 will see all 
the bishops as Jees or Rimmers, but 
meanwhile we congratulate them all. 


A Crossword 
for Summer 



Across 

1 Rehoboam’s grandmother 
9 Where the Spirit prevented 
Paul from teaching 

10 One of Esau’s grandsons 

11 There was none in Gilead 

12 A fairy (non-Biblical) 

13 Sacrificial victim 

17 What the elders did with 
their crowns 

20 The Ishmaelite in charge of 
camels under David 

21 A prophetess, daughter of 
Phanuel 

22 Where Moses probably 
floated 

23 What summer is, when the 
fig-tree shoots 

24 A property of God 

25 Parish Communion? 

26 Taunts of them that seek 
after my soul 

28 A populous city that was 
carried away 

30 First state of Adam and 
Eve 

31 The proximity of Jesus and 
the Father 

32 They did not believe in life 
after death 

CROSSWORD compiled by 
Cedric Reavley of Burford, who 
says all you will need is the Bible 
(Authorised Version) and a dic- 
tionary (preferably Chamber's 
20th Century). Answers at bot- 
tom of adjoining columns (don y t 
look yet!). 


Down 

1 Natives of Chaldaea 

2 Jehoshaphat’s father 

3 Sesame (non-Biblical) 

4 A son of Noah 

5 A bitter plant (non- 
Biblical) 

6 Uncle (non-Biblical) 

7 Son of 

8 A fellow prisoner of Paul 
14 A great great great great 

grandson of Levi 


15 A Cypriot coin (non- 
Biblical) 

16 What all generations call 
Mary 

17 Ecclesiastically proper 

18 One (Scots) (non-Biblical) 

19 Sudden break (non- 
Biblical) 

27 What we cannot do to our 
stature 

29 Whose voice cried in the 
wilderness 


Nun on wheels Have 



SISTER Gina, CSJB, parish-visiting on her pink moped: one 
of the illustrations from A Joyous Service: the Clewer Sisters and 
their work by Valerie Bonham (£7.95 from The Sister Secretary, 
The Convent of St John the Baptist, Hatch Lane, Windsor, 
Berkshire). It is a new history of one of the oldest and fastest- 
growing women’s communities. 


PILGRIMS 


Living with loss 


Josephine Schneider is a 
counsellor and is training in 
Ignatian spirituality. This is 
her last regular article but we 
hope the Pilgrims column will 
continue with some contribu- 
tions from our readers. Ar- 
ticles for consideration should 
not exceed 500 words and 
should be related to personal 
spiritual growth and ex- 
perience. 

AN inescapable fact of being 
human is that we experience loss 
— at many levels and in dif- 
ferent degrees. It seems that our 
life is punctuated by partings, 
and every parting is a death. It 
is a hard fact and one we shy 
away from; how we deal with it 
is crucial to our well-being and 
to our journey with God. 

If we look upon loss only as 
a bitter fact, a cruel stroke of 
fate, we become turned in upon 
ourselves — unable to see any- 
thing outside or beyond it; but 
if we can hold on to the fact that 
God is with us always, and in 
every situation however griev- 
ous, suffering with us, then we 
allow the Spirit to transform our 
loss in due time and to lead us 
to a new awareness of the nature 
and relationship of life and 
death. 

We can be changed, restored, 
and rise to new life, however 
impossible it may have seemed 
at the beginning. The greater the 
loss, the deeper the awareness 
of the givenness of everything 
and everyone. 

And so we pray: On each oj 
my dyings, shed your light and 
your love. 

Everything is gift — people, 
things, places are all a reflection 
of God’s love for us — but we 
are only the custodians, not the 
possessors, and it often seems 
that the very things we cling to, 
we are asked to relinquish and 
to see them in a new way. 

How do we regard our 
children, as they develop and 
become independent of us? 
What of the job which has been 
the mainstay of our life? Can we 


make way for those who have 
come after us and recognise the 
difference and freshness of their 
approach? Are we able to relin- 
quish the house where we rais- 
ed our family, which contains all 
those memories, if we have to? 
Do we cling to outmoded and 
perhaps inappropriate aspects of 
ourselves instead of recognising 
who we are now and who God 
is calling us to be? It is hard but 
necessary. 

In letting go, we allow those 
we love to be free — free to be 
themselves rather than the object 
of our projections and desires, 
and is this not the greatest gift 
we can give them? By commit- 
ting them to God’s loving pro- 
vidence and by praying for them 
with intent, we can let them go 
without undue anxiety and are 
ourselves freed to turn our atten- 
tion and energy to the present 
moment. 

Over-concern is a form of 
clinging and an expression of 
our own need, which, however 
legitimate it may be, must be 
recognised and owned. This is 
not saying we should give care 
and support where necessary — 
that too is part of being human. 

In a staggering statement, God 
assures us He will supply all our 
need, but dare we believe Him? 
When we try to take hold of this, 
we find increasingly we are able 
to entrust our lives to Him, to 
surrender to Him in a way which 
leads us into the fullness of His 
life and love. 

He becomes the fountain, the 
source of our being, and we the 
watered garden. 

Josephine Schneider 


you 

read? 

THE Use of Praying by Neville 
Ward (Epworth Press, £5.50). 

First published in 1967, this re- 
mains head and shoulders above 
many other writings on this same 
subject. It is not a manual of 
prayer; it is rather a manual about 
prayer, written in such a way to 
encourage and inform the feintest 
heart. It is a basic and simple in- 
troduction to Prayer, a fully com- 
prehensive guide which will give 
great benefit to every careful 
reader. 

Letters to Marc about Jesus by 
Henri Nouwen (DLT, £2.95). 

First published 20 years later, 
this is a delightful read which will 
interest and benefit ‘Marc’ what- 
ever his (or her) age. It is a book 
of seven letters to a teenage boy 
about the spiritual life, written by 
a recognised experienced teacher 
of the same. It exudes confidence 
and humour, and like any good 
letter deserves to be read over and 
over again. 

We believe in God. The Report 
of the Doctrine Commission of 
the Church of England 
(Church House Publishing, 
£3.50). 

Just once in a while it is neces- 
sary for us to read (and even 
study) something of substance. But 
do not be put off by having ‘a 
report’ to face! This little book is 
attractively produced, and easily 
read. It provides information and 
gives affirmation to all. It really 
is a ‘must’ for all Christians. 

And what about a good book 
for your holiday? 

Try The Shell Seekers by Rosa- 
munde Pilcher, Coronet, £3.99. 
There is nothing ‘Churchy’ about 
this book. It is just a truly wonder- 
ful story about a family whom any 
of us might know. It will guarantee 
hours of pleasure and will prove 
a tremendous holiday companion. 

Richard Woodward 

The Revd Richard Woodward is 
team Vicar of St Michael and All 
Angels, Beaconsfield. 

Sharing the loss 

BEFRIENDING the Bereaved by Joy 
Godant-Smith is the title of the first 
book to be published by the Cottes- 
loe Christian Training Scheme. It is 
not a book about counselling but 
about sharing of experience and has 
been published in the hope that it will 
be an aid to church members and 
workers in voluntary organisations 
who find themselves having to deal 
with other people’s pain and loss. 
Copies are available at £1 .95 (p & p 
25p) from the Revd Jeffrey Bell, The 
Vicarage, Church Street, Bucking- 
ham MK18 1BY. 


Cricket 

results 

OXFORD Diocese V Hereford: 
Oxford 135. Hereford 105 all out 
(J. Gordon, hat-trick). 

Church Times Cup: Oxford 
Diocese v Lichfield Diocese: Ox- 
ford 143 (Tiny Priddis 35, A. Rose 
25, A. Wingfield-Digby 26); Lich- 
field 122 (J. Samways 6 for 58). 

Change of 
colour 

IN response to many requests 
from our readers we are following 
the example of the old ODM and 
using a different colour for each 
issue of The DOOR. Although col- 
ours will be repeated up to twice 
a year we hope this will help you 
to distinguish one DOOR from 
another! 


Sorry! 


APOLOGIES to newly-licensed 
Reader John Bustin. In the June 
DOOR we said he was from 
Hambleden Parish. In fact he is 
from High Wycombe. 


(£'•£ 3UO 6Z ‘(LV 9 MsqiPW) ppy LI ‘deus 61 ‘ 9U V 

81 ‘3iuouB3 l\ ‘pass3|g 9i ‘nPM £1 ‘(p-9 sapmojqo \) tmqsiqy p\ 
‘(01 -P SUBISS0I03) snqDJBjsuy 8 ‘ JB 9 L ‘ 9lu H 9 ‘ do H £ ‘uibh p ‘Ml £ 
'(PZ‘£Z : £l sSuiyi i) nsy z ‘(£U£3 mazg) sumuoiXqBg \ :uwoa 
■saaonppns Z£ ‘ui \£ ‘spnfq 0£ ‘(8-£ 
uinqn N ) o N gZ '(COL UMBS d ) snqy gz Dd SZ ‘si PZ \$Z-£\ *»W) 
JB3M £z ‘3MN ZZ '(9CZ 9 ^ n l) euuy IZ ‘(0 CLZ S3piuo.no l) 1190 0Z 
‘(01 : P uoijnpAsg) jstq LI ‘qunn £1 ‘U3 d z\ ‘(ZZ-% ipiui3J3f) iupg 1 1 
‘0 1 : 9£ SIS3U3 Q) jbuio 01 ‘(9 : 9l spy) eisy 5 ‘nqsqsqjng 1 issoJDy 






Page 11 


The DOOR, July 1989 

The DOOR opens on: Woughton Ecumenical Parish , Milton 

Breaking down barriers 



A Woolstones Community Centre aerobics class, with Holy Trinity Church’s chancel chapel in 
the background. 


ON any trip to Milton 
Keynes, you have to suspend 
many carefully-nourished 
preconceived ideas. The vast 
numbered grid system of 
roads, the abundance of new 
homes in every possible 
shape and style, and even the 
famous concrete cows all 
seem strangely unfamiliar. 

For the Christian, however, a 
visit to this new city can be even 
more mind-blowing. Signs like 
the one outside St Mary’s 
Church in Woughton on the 
Green which reads: “Church of 
England, Methodist, United 
Reformed Church’’ can come as 
a shock to visitors from more 
traditional parishes used only to 
the occasional once-a-month 
united service — as can the 
discovery inside the Ecumenical 
Church at Woolstones that you 
have come to a Methodist form 
of service led by an Anglican 
priest, or an ASB Holy Commu- 
nion conducted by a minister 
from the Methodist Circuit. 

It isn’t just the boundary walls 
between dominations which are 
being broken down either. For 
many of us, even the re-ordering 
of a few church pews can be a 
threatening happening. In 
Woughton, however, old chur- 
ches are recycled as communi- 
ty centres and back to churches 
again, medieval churches are 
reordered to look like new ones, 
and some congregations don’t 
even boast an official church 
building at all. 

Scout hut 

Take Woolstones for instance, 
where a crumbling 12th century 
church in one of a string of small 
villages on the east side of the 


canal was made redundant in the 
seventies and eventually sold to 
the new Milton Keynes Devel- 
opment Corporation who rebuilt 
it as a community centre in 
1981. The old village was dev- 
eloped and became part of the 
new city, and half a dozen 
Christians led by Jim and Ruth 
Iley, both Methodist lay preach- 
ers, began to meet for informal 
worship in a scout hut. “We felt 
it important to have a church of 
people before we thought of 
moving to a new building,” Mrs 
Iley said. 

Redundant 

In due course the possibility 
of establishing a “daughter 
church” for nearby Woughton 
on the Green was discussed, but 
instead the Woolstones group 
decided to “take the risk” and 
become a church in their own 
right. 

They leased back the chancel 
of the redundant church — by 
then a flourishing community 
centre — and eventually acquir- 
ed their own Rector, the Revd 
Nigel Pond who is also team 
rector of the whole Woughton 
Parish. 

The congregation has already 
outgrown the little chancel, and 
is in the unusual situation of ren- 
ting back the original nave, now 
the community centre, for Sun- 
day services. It is perhaps just 
as well that Nigel Pond was a 
naval chaplain for 16 years and 
is accustomed to improvised ar- 
rangements. Each Sunday the 
altar is moved out from the 
chancel and the chairs are set up 
amongst the notices for aerobic 
classes and play groups, for an 
ecumenical congregation of fif- 
ty or more. Mrs Margaret 


Jones, an energetic headmistress 
who also plays in a Reggae 
band, plays a huge range of 
hymns and songs — Anglican, 
Methodist and modern. 

. Chaplain 

In the geographical centre of 
the Parish of Woughton is the 
new Milton Keynes General 
Hospital, where Nigel Pond 
works for one and a half days 
each week as a hospital 
chaplain. It is a large hospital 
and will eventually be even 
larger, but even so he sees his 
work there as an “important 
strand” in the work of healing 
in the parish as a whole. 

In the same way, the Revd 
Royston Putnam brings together 
local residential and industrial 
communities through his work 
as part-time chaplain to 46 small 
industrial units, and the Church 
reaches out to a less-privileged 


part of the Parish through the 
Revd Freda Beveridge and her 
work at Epiphany House — “an 
experiment in community” 
living. 

Options 

Perhaps those who come to 
live in Milton Keynes come 
prepared for change. Perhaps 
clergy like Nigel Pond are used 
to it, but it has not been achiev- 
ed entirely without a cost. There 
inevitably have had to be com- 
promises, and at Woolstones 
there is Holy Communion only 
on alternate Sundays — pro- 
bably too often for some of the 
Methodists but not often enough 
for some of the Anglicans. 

Though there is always the 
option of going to another wor- 
ship centre within the parish, 
few take it up. “That’s not to 
say that it’s not difficult, but 
they regard this as their church” 
says Ruth Iley. 


In fact, so completely have the 
boundaries between denomina- 
tions crumbled in Woughton, 
and so natural does it seem with- 
out them, that when you are 
there it is hard to believe that 
they have ever existed at all . . . 

Christine Zwart 


Visitation dates 

WANTAGE, July 3, St 
Mary’s School; Wallingford, 
July 4, St Mary le More; 
Newbury, July 6, St Nicolas; 
Bradfield, July 12, Drake 
Hall, Pangbourne College; 
Reading, July 13, Earley St 
Peter Church Hall; Maiden- 
head, July 17, Altwood 
School; Sonning, July 18, 
Wellington College, Crow- 
thorne; Bracknell, July 19, 
Ranelagh School. 


Keynes 


Churches: Five ecumenical worship 
centres for combined Church of 
England, United Reformed Church, 
Methodist congregations make up 
this Parish: 1, St Mary’s, Woughton 
on the Green, 14th century but 
reordered 1980; 2, St Thomas’, 
Simpson, 14th century and being 
reordered, due to reopen in 
September; 3, Trinity Church meets 
at Fishermead, a community centre 
built in 1980; 4, Coffee Hall Com- 
munity Church, meets in a local 
community centre; 5, Holy Trinity, 
Woolstones, meets in a 12th century 
redundant church rebuilt 1980/81 as 
a community centre. 

Clergy: 1 , The Revd A. Kerry Pring 
and the Revd Freda Beveridge (also 
Epiphany House); 2, The Revd E. 
Royston Putnam (Methodist). Also a 
ministry in local industry; 3, The 
Revd Chris Strong (URC); 4, The 
Revd Stephen Foster; 5, The Revd 
Nigel Pond (Team Rector) who is 
also part-time hospital chaplain. 
Readers: Messrs Mike Davidge and 
Tony Stanyer. 

Local Preachers: Dr and Mrs Jim Il- 
ey (Methodist), Mrs Hazel Anderson 
(Methodist), Mr Ken Blundell 
(URC). 

Church Wardens: Messrs Paul 
Norris and Malcolm Story (URC). 
Organisation: Each worship centre 
has a district council, while a Paroch- 
ial Church Council serves the whole 
parish. All are, of course, 
ecumenical. 

Parish magazine: Bi-monthly 
Woughton News. 

Mission Links: USPG link. Mora- 
vian Church in Tanzania, and Meth- 
odist “Mission alongside the Poor”. 

Sunday Services: St Mary’s — 9am 
and I (Jam (ASB with occasional 
Methodist Sunday Service); St 
Thomas’ — 10.30am and 6pm 
(Mainly Methodist Sunday Service, 
with occasional ASB Rite “A’). 
Trinity Centre — 10.30am and 6pm 
(URC, Methodist, ASB in rotation); 
Coffee Hall — 10.45am (local rite 
with borrowings from all three 
orders of service); Woolstones — 
10am (Alternate ASB and Methodist 
Sunday Service plus local varia- 
tions). There is also a combined ser- 
vice on 5th Sundays for everyone, 
using local rites. Congregations vary 
from 12 at some evening services to 
70 at Trinity Centre’s morning ser- 
vice and 200 for the combined 
service. 

Sunday Schools: In all Five worship 
centres. 

Weekday services: At some centres. 
Hymn Books: Centres 1 , 2 and 3 — -> 
With One Voice. One Hundred Hymn 
Tunes, Mission Praise ; 4 — Church 
Family and Worship ; 5 — Hymns 
and Psalms, Mission Praise. 

Other regular activities: Prayer 
groups, confirmation and marriage 
preparation classes. Boy’s Brigade. 
Epiphany House — a parish experi- 
ment in community in a less privileg- 
ed area led by "the Revd Freda 
Beveridge. Various activities in com- 
munity centres. Also, outreach to 
other faiths including Muslims. 


CASTLETHORPE CHURCH 

Annual Flower Festival 

July 29 and 30 

Tel: (0908) 510538 
for details 


ST LEONARD S 
CHURCH SUNNINGWELL 

Festival of 
Flowers 

Friday 14-Sunday 16 July 


Choirmaster/ 

Organist 

Urgently Required 

Assistance available. Oppor- 
tunity for dedicated musi- 
cian. New Allen Organ, at: 

St John 

Woodley Parish Church 
Tel: (0734) 692316 

for details 
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Local crafts' 
also Victorian 


and P 



Edwardian \ 

Lace 

Margaret Boscott 
The Green 
Cropredy 

Nr Banbury Tel: (0295) 758203 
Tourist Information Centre 



Just Jo 
Landscapes 

NCH Landscape 
Construction 

Garden Design Consultant 
79 Ock Street 
Abingdon OX14 5 AG 
Tel: 0235 35983 



/ your 
needs from Barre to 
Centre Stage. 

All dancewear 
requirements for 
children and adults. 

Skating and 
Gymnastic Leotards 
available. 

7a East St Helen’s 
Street, Abingdon. 
Tel: (0235) 554060 


THE DUNCAN 99 SET 

THREE ITEMS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE: Cassock - Surplice - Prayer or Reader Scarf 
A DOUBLE BREASTED CASSOCK IN TERYLENE & BARATHEA QUALITY MIXTURE 
FABRIC. SUITABLE FOR LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. 

With 3 stitched-in pleats that stay in place when the cassock is washed. Two generous pockets 
with pocket slots and plenty of flowing room for style and speed. Fastened with 4 buttons which 
can be moved for a better fit. And most important, it is fully washable and drip dry. 

A FULL CATHEDRAL SURPLICE. In any length or size with either Gothic or Straight sleeves. 
Made in a lovely pure white polyester/cotton poplin. 

A PRA YER OR READER SCARF. Made in the style of a plain stole shaped at the neck for tidy, 
comfortable wearing. 

THIS SET OF 3 ITEMS COSTS ONLY £99 - Plus £3 for P&P. 

If you would rather have a 39 button cassock instead just add £12 to the total cost. 

No further discounts can be given off this special set price. 

DUNCAN VESTMANTS LTD 

27 High Street, Ironbridge, Telford, Shropshire TF8 7AD. 


Sparrow Holidays 

TAKE AN AUTUMN BREAK 

Britrtany, W. France, Coastal sites, luxury mobile homes, 
inclusive holidays: 

1 wk June/Sept Fr £175, 2 adults + 2 children, car 
ferries included, possibilities main season. 

SPARROW HOLIDAYS 
Tel: 086733-350 (24 hrs) 


JSi&ss 

mmL 


ONE OF BRITAIN'S LARGEST SUPPLIERS OF OVER 400 ( 
SHADES OF STAINED GLASS 
• Commissions • Repairs and Restorations 
• Beginners Classes • Showroom open 9-5. 30pm 
Free quotations and more information contact: 

THE GLASS MARKET, BROAD LANE 
WOOBURN COMMON, BUCKS. Tel: BEACONSFIELD (0494) 671033 


Introducing you to an attractive and comfortable hotel, superbly 
situated with its own beach access. 


Package holidays incl. Car Ferry PLUS Special Mini Breaks from £100 inc. 


• En suite rooms all with panoramic sea views, tea/coffee facilities, radio intercom, colour TV 
• Excellent food with choice of menu • Well stocked bar and wine cellar 
• Live entertainment • Free parking 
Brochure on request from Trudy Harrington and Derek Pullen 

Belgrave Road, Ventnor, Isle of Wight P038 1JH. Tel: (0983) 852404 








o 



CHARLES HIGHAM (SPCK) 

SECONDHAND BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

In order to maintain our comprehensive stock of theological 
books we need to purchase good-quality libraries. Books in 
the following categories are always required: Church Architec- 
ture, Church History, Patristics, Liturgy, Church Music and 
Mysticism. 

If you wish to sell all or part of your library then please contact: 

Michael Pickering (manager) 

CHARLES HIGHAM BOOKSHOP (SPCK) 
Holy Trinity Church, Marylebone Road 
London NW1 4DU 
Telephone: 01-387 5282 (ext 237) 


I 

SECCOMBES 

1 

By directs 

SOM 

Fine village hoi 
tion rooms, kit 

Also a 

OfU 

a. 

on of Deaconess Ann Shukman 

IERTON, OXFORD 

jse in 2 acres of delightful grounds. 4 recep- 
chen/breakfast room, 8 bedrooms, swimm- 
ing pool, tennis court. 

vailable 2 Stone Cottages 

?rs invited for the freehold , 
s a whole or in two lots. 

Tel: Kineton (0926) 640 498 

1 Church Houses, Manor Lane, 

Kineton. Warwick, CV35 0JT. 



OXFORDSHIRE MARRIAGE 
GUIDANCE PROVIDES: 

★ Confidential counselling in personal relationships 
includings sexual problems 

★ Sex therapy 

★ Groups for divorced/separated people 

★ Training for other professionals 

★ Educational work with schools and adult groups 

TELEPHONE: OXFORD 242960 
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WHAT'S ON 


JULY 

Sat 1. GAYHURST. St Peter’s Church 
choral evening by London-based “Music 
Makers”. 7.30pm. Tickets £3. Contact 
The Stirrups 0908 615009. 

Sat 1-Sun 2. FREELAND. St Mary the 
Virgin, flower festival. Sat 10-6pm. Sun 
12-6pm — 6pm Songs of Praise. 
Refreshments both days. 

Sat 1. OXFORD. Thomas Cranmer 
500th Anniversary. Public Witness and 
Thanksgiving Service. AddresS by Revd 
Dr David Samuel. Meet Radcliffe 
Camera (behind St Mary’s Church), High 
Street, 2pm. Procession to Service at 
Martyrs’ Memorial, St Giles. Details 
John Shearer, The Rectory, Nuffield, 
Henley on Thames. 

Sat 1. COWLEY. St Mary and St John, 
East Oxford, fair. Stalls for different 
charities and groups. Church tower open 
to public — wonderful view of Oxford 
and city. 

Sat 1. OXFORD. ODG Festival. Ring- 
ing at many churches and colleges. Barn 
dance, evening. Details Alex Sharpe 
023587-289. 

Sat 1-Sun 2. LAMBOURN. St Michael 
& All Angels Church, 10am-6pm, 
Flower Festival. 

Sun 2. DORCHESTER. St Birinus 
Ecumenical Pilgrimage. 10am Parish 
Communion in the Abbey. Pilgrimage 
from Churn Knob, Blewbury or shorter 
walk from Brightwell (3pm). Towers 
open for ringing along route (Details Alex 
Sharpe 023587-289). 7pm Service of 
Thanksgiving and Dedication in the Ab- 
bey. 7.45pm Barbecue St Birinus’ RC 
Church. 

Sat 1-Sun 2. IVER HEATH. St 

Margaret’s Church, Flower festival. 
Theme “Thine be the Glory”. Sat 
10am-8pm. Sun 1 lam-5.30 pm — 
Festival service 6pm. Car Park. 
Refreshments. Proceeds to Church Urban 
Fund, Thames Valley Hospice and St 
Margaret's. 

Sat 1-Sun 2. BRIMPTON. St Peter’s 
Church, Flower festival, Sat 10am-5pm, 
Sun 2-6pm, musical evening Sat 7.30pm. 
Contact 0734 712351. 

Sat 1-Sun 2. WHEATLEY. St Mary’s 
Church, Sat, 2pm. Fete in vicarage 
garden to be opened by Lord Elton. Sat 
and Sun, Flower festival in church. 
“Flowers through the Ages”. 

Tues 4. YARNTQN. Oxford Council of 
Christians and Jews AGM, Yarnton 
Manor, 7.30pm. Speaker Dr Geza 
Vermes, “Irreverant Reflections on 
Christian-Jewish Dialogue”. 

Fri 7. WHEATLEY. St Mary’s, Con- 
cert in Church, Hartford Motors Concert 
Brass, 7.30pm. 

Sat 8. MARLOW. All Saints, 7.30pm. 
Concert with youth orchestra, choir and 
band in aid of restoration appeal. Adults 
£3, children and OAP’s £2. Details 
Marlow 71610. 

Fri 7 -Sat 8-Sun 9. OAKLEY, BUCKS. 

St Mary’s Church, flower festival by 
Thames Flower Club. “To Everything 
There is a Season”. llam-8pm. 
refreshments available. 

Fri 7-Sat 8-Sun 9. KIRTL1NGTON. St 
Mary the Virgin, flower festival 
weekend. Fri night: supper dance village 
hall. Sat and Sun; flower festival in 
church. Sun evening: American Airforce 
Choir. 

Sat 8-Sun 9. HUNGERFORD. St 

Lawrence’s Church, flower festival, 
theme: “Hymns”. Sat afternoon: cream 


teas in Croft Hall. All proceeds to Church 
of England Children’s Society. 

Sat 8. DITCHLEY PARK. All Saints, 
Spelsbury, parish afternoon. 2-5pm. 
Witney Town Band, cream teas, stalls, 
tours of the House. 

Sat 8. MILTON KEYNES. Church of 
Christ The Cornerstone. Family fun day. 
Contact Michael Todd, 0908-660336. 
Sat 8. LITTLE MISSENDEN. Church 
Urban Fund concert. 8pm. Two brilliant 
soloists: Jean Price, harp, Catherine 
Bowers, soprano. Refreshments. Admis- 
sion £2.50. 

Sat 8-Sun 9. GREAT BRICKHILL. St 

Mary’s Church. “Bells 200”, a cele- 
bration for the 200th anniversary of the 
bells. Details Hugh Butler 052526-663 or 
0908 642086. 

Sat 8-Mon 10. COOKHAM-ON- 
THAMES. Holy Trinity. Millenium ex- 
hibition of church history and flower 
festival. Sat, July 8, concert of brass and 
voice by Maidenhead Salvation Army 
Band and Church Choir, 8pm. 

Sat 8. OXFORD. St Philip’s Priory, 
Begbroke, llam-lpm. Monsignor 
Michael Buckley, author of His Healing 
Touch will celebrate Mass followed by 
teaching on healing and prayers. 

Sat 8. FINCHAMPSTEAD. St James. 
Church fete with a cartoon theme. 
Memorial Park, 2pm. 

Sat 8. SLOUGH. St Mary’s Church 
Open Day, 10am-4pm, Victorian fair, 
flower festival, art and other exhibitions, 
organ and instrumental recitals in church. 
Choral Evensong at 4.30pm. 

Sun 9. MEDMENHAM. Village 
Gardens Open, 2-6pm, Teas, cakes and 
plants for sale. Admission £2, Children 
free. In aid of Church Urban Fund. 
Thurs 13. ABINGDON. St Helen’s 
Church. 8pm. “Crabbed Age and 
Youth”, a programme of readings with 
musical breaks, presented by Elizabeth 
Aldworth and Mike Randles. In aid of St 
Helen’s Centre rebuilding fund. Admis- 
sion £2, including refreshments. 

Fri 14-Sat 15. COOKHAM-ON- 
THAMES. Son-et-Lumiere historical 
pageant. Holy Trinity, to mark the 
church’s millenium, 8.15pm. 
Refreshments 7.50pm. Tickets Bourne 
End 23969. 

Fri 14-Sun 16. WHITCHURCH, Nr 
AYLESBURY. Yellow Braces “89” 
Youth Festival under canvas. Drama, 
discussion, workshop, games, etc. Open 
to everyone over 12 and under 17 years 
in the Oxford Diocese. Details Annette 
Hixon, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. Tel: 0865 
244566. 

Fri 14-Sun 16. PRISONS. Conference 
at Bishop Grosseteste College, Lincoln. 
Speakers include The Bishop of Durham, 
Chairman: Judge Stephen Tumin, Chief 
Inspector of Prisons. Contact: Bishop’s 
House, Eastgate, Lincoln, LN2 1QQ. 

Fri 14-Sat 14-Sun 16. GROVE, Nr 
WANTAGE. Parish church, flower 
festival, theme “Jesus the Light of the 
World” Fri 2-6pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 
until 6pm (excluding services). 
Refreshments available. Admission free. 
Donations to Youth Mission. 

Fri 14-Sun 16. HENNINGTON. St 
Swithun's Church, flower festival arrang- 
ed by Abingdon Flower Club. Historical 
documents relating to church, on display 
in church hall, also paintings by local 


children. Refreshments. Fri and Sat 
10am-5pm, Sun llam-5pm. 

Fri 14-Sun 16. SUNNINGWELL, St 
Leonards Church. “Festival of Flowers 
Through the Sacraments”. Sun 3-5pm 
Teas in Manor House Garden, 7.30pm 
Concert in church by St Giles Orchestra, 
Tickets £3 including wine from Abingdon 
30543. In aid of Church Funds and 
Church Urban Fund. 

Sat 15. GROVE, Nr WANTAGE. Con- 
cert by St Giles Orchestra, 7.30pm. 
Tickets £3 (£1.50 concessions) with 
refreshments included. Details Wantage 
675380. 

Sat 15. HAMBLEDEN. St Mary the 
Virgin. Concert by Nicola and Alexan- 
dra Bibby, piano duo, 7.30pm. Tickets 
£4.50 including wine. 

Sat 15. FULBROOK. Church Fete, 
2.30pm, High Pound, Westhall Hill. 
Stalls, games, raffles. Homemade teas. 
Admission and car park free. 

Sat 15. LAVENDON. St Michael’s An- 
nual Church Fete, 2.30pm on the play- 
ing field. Broseley Brass Band, variety 
of stalls, prize raffle, displays, etc. 
Refreshments. 

Sat 15. WINSLOW, BUCKS. Annual 
church fete in gardens of Old and New 
Vicarage on afternoon. Great Horwood 
Band, stalls for children and adults. 
Refreshments. Proceeds to St Laurence 
Church Fabric Fund and other causes. 
Sat 15. DEDWORTH, WINDSOR. 
Summer Fay re. All Saints Church. 
12-4pm. 

Wed 19. WANTAGE. St Peter and Paul 
Parish Church, 8pm, Healing Mass with 
the Eucharist and laying on of hands. 
Thur 20. SALFORD. Canine Capers, 
6pm. An evening of fun for dogs and 
their families. Just off A44. In aid of five- 
parishes. Tel: Chipping Norton 3276. 
Sat 22. SALFORD. Flower show, 2pm. 
Ploughman’s lunches and teas in village 
hall. Many “open” classes, attractions, 
stalls. Run by Salford PCC in aid of 
church funds. Ring Chipping Norton 
3276. 

Sat 22. SALFORD. “Lamb roast” and 
barbecue. 7.30pm. In show marquee if 
wet/cold. Just off A44. Ticket £3 in- 
cluding glass of wine or beer (children 
£1 .50). Contact Chipping Norton 3276 or 
Long Compton 225. Proceeds to five- 
Parish Funds. 

Sat 22. DUCKLINGTON. 150 Years of 
Consecretion celebrations. Garden party 
for Aston parishioners. Barn dance and 
barbecue, 8pm-midnight, at Newhouse 
Farm. Adults £3, schoolchildren £1.50. 
Sun 23. OXFORD. St Peter’s, Wolver- 
cote, 7.30pm, “Song and Dance Round 
the World” with The Folk Orchestra. 
Tickets £3.00 (£1.50 unwaged) for 
Fabric Fund. Details Oxford 515640. 
Sun 23. CUBLINGTON, Nr WING. 
Village Gardens open, 2-6pm, Teas. Ad- 
mission charge in aid of Church Urban 
Fund. 

Sat 29-Sun 30. DUCKLINGTON. 150 
Years of Consecration celebrations. 
Flower and patronal festival at St James'. 
Sun 6pm. Evensong with visit by Bishop 
of Oxford. 

Sat 29. MARLOW. All Saints, 7.30pm 
“Solo songs for Summer” — music for 
everyone from eight to 80. In aid of 
restoration appeal. Adults £2.50, children 
£1.50. Details Marlow 71610. 

Sun 30. NEW MARSTON. Songs of 
Praise” at St Michael and All Angels 


Church. - Comer of Marston Road and 
Jack Straw’s Lane, 6.30pm. 

AUGUST 

Sun 6. WESTCOT BARTON. Manor 
Farm, Dog Show 1 -4.30pm. In aid of St 
Edward’s Church Fund. Mrs C. Cooper, 
Steeple Aston 47125. 

Sat 12. HAMBLEDEN. St Mary the 
Virgin, choral and orchestral concert of 
baroque music, 7.30pm. 

Wed 16. WANTAGE. St Peter and Paul 
Parish Church, 8pm. Healing Mass with 
the Eucharist and laying on of hands. 
Thurs 17-Tues 22. BICESTER. 3rd 
Bicester Youth Festival, Immaculate 
Conception Church and St Edburg’s 
parish church. A meeting of young peo- 
ple from 15-25. Worship, workshops, 
discussion and fun. Price £20. Details 
Penny Taylor, 6 Blythe Place, Bicester, 
Tel: 0869 248728. 

Sat 19. ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD. 

All Saints church fete. 2.30pm, Peppard 
Common. Stalls, sideshows, dog show, 
bouncy castle, teas. 

Sat 19. FARNHAM ROYAL. “The Big 
Top” circus fete. 2pm. Admittance with 
Lucky Programme. Adults 30p Children 
lOp. Stalls, raffles (£50 prize). Offers to 
help, prizes, transport, etc, welcomed. 
Contact: Gerry Alfred Slough 79105 or 
Lorna Morrell, Slough 823822. 

Sat 26. UPTON (on the A417). St 
Mary’s Weekend, 2pm, garden fete, 
grounds of Prospect House. Blewbury 
silver band and the Uptoner Viol 
Ensemble. 

Sat 26. ASCOTT-UNDER- 
WYCHWOOD. Fete on village green, 
2pm. In aid of Holy Trinity. 

Sat 26-Mon 28. CHENIES. St 
Michael’s Church, Sat, Mon 10am-7pm. 
Sun noon-5. 30pm. Flower festival, teas, 
plant and produce stalls. Details: Little 
Chalfont 2299. 

Sat 26-Mon 28. WALLINGFORD. St 

Leonard's Church, Festival of flowers 
and music, 10am-4pm. 

Sun 27. UPTON (on the A417). St 
Mary’s Church. 8pm. Sine Nomine Pre- 
sent. Music for a Summer’s Evening in- 
cluding Bach’s “Coffee Cantata”. 
Cheese and Wine at the Old School. 
Tickets from Upton Stores (limited 
seating). 

Mon 28. WALLINGFORD. Annual 
fete. Spastics Society. Castle Priory. 
2-5pm. 

Mon 28. LONG WITTENHAM. St 

Mary’s with St Peter’s, Old Vicarage. 
Annual Church fete. 2.30pm. Brass 
Band, teas, raffle. 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 2. MONKS RISBOROUGH. St 
Dunstan's Church Garden Fete, 2pm. 
Old Rectory. All welcome. 

Sun 3. CHESHAM. Jabbock Theatre 
Group performing Church Urban Fund 
sketch. Emmanuel Church, 10am; and St 
Mary’s Church, 6.30pm. 

Mon 11. OXFORD. “Healing of the 
Family Tree”, Return visit of Dr Ken 1 
neth McAll. Cherwell Centre, 
10am-4.30pm. £15 inc lunch. Details: 
Diocarv Institute, Church House. 

Mon 25- Wed 27. SEA OF FAITH. The 
theme of this year’s conference at 
Loughborough is “Christianity in 
Change”. Further details from the Revd 
R. G. Salter, 98 Shinfield Road, Reading, 
RG2 7DA. 



DOOR closed 


DRAWING taken from The Churchwarden's Year. A Calen- 
dar of Church Maintenance. Text by Council for Care of 
Churches, delightfully illustrated by Graham Jeffery, a parish 
priest and illustrator of the Brother Barnabas cartoons. Advice 
on everything from clearing out the gutters to oiling the hinges. 
It is available from good bookshops for £1.50 or from Church 
House Bookshop, Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3NZ 
.(+50p P&P). 

The DOOR will follow the advice for August to the letter 
— and be back in September. Have a good holiday! 


Tues 26. OXFORD. Effective Parish 
Management Skills. A day’s consultation 
for clergy and lay leaders. Cherwell Cen- 
tre, 10am-4pm. Details Diocesan In- 
stitute, Church House. 

Race-Relations in the Diocese. A half- 
day consultation with Bishop Richard in 
attendance. 12.30-4pm. Mon, Sept 25 at 
the Church of Christ the Worker, Par- 
launt Road, Slough. Details Anne 
Borrowdale, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, OX2 0NB. Tel: 0865 
244566 or (home) 727101. 

For Sale: Victorian Cast Iron Gate. St 
Mary’s Church, Slough. 6ft x 3ft wide 
with matching gateposts to be let into 
brick pillars. Also a cast iron arc of rail- 
ings to form a “kissing gate”. No 
generous offer refused. For details please 
ring 0753 23175. 

Half Price “Theology”. The SPCK’s bi- 
monthly publication Theology is offered 
at £6.30 instead of usual £12.60 to all 
clergy and women workers holding the 
Bishop of Oxford's licence, thanks to fun- 
ding by the Diocesan Board of Finance 
and the publishers. Subscriptions begin 
with the September issue. Application 
forms from The Revd John Sergeant, 37 
Rectory Crescent. Middle Barton, Ox- 


ford, OX5 4PB, Tel Steeple Aston 
40622. 

The Corallian Singers are an establish- 
ed amateur choir who mostly sing light 
hearted rennaissance music (English and 
Italian Madrigals). The singers like to 
give some performances each year free 
of charge for charitable purposes. If any 
church or other organisation in the 
Diocese would welcome a visit of the 
singers, contact Peter Hills, Abingdon 
21077. 

Human Relations, Pastoral Care and 
Counselling seminars led by Clinical 
Theology Tutors. Details from CTA. St 
Mary’s House, Church Westcote, Ox- 
ford, OX7 6SF. 

Diocesan Cricket Club fixtures. Mon, 
July 17 v Moreton at North Moreton, 
Didcot, 2pm. Tues, Aug 29, Ivanhoe at 
The Queen’s College, Oxford, 2pm. 
Mon, Sept 4, St Alban’s at Tring Park, 
2pm. Mon, Sept 1 1 , Gloucester at Amp- 
ney Crucis, 2pm. 

Oberammergau — Urgent. Anyone in- 
terested in joining a diocesan group to 
Bavaria and Oberammergau in August 
1990, contact the Revd Graham Hendy, 
0753 29988 immediately. Closing date 
for bookings July 12. 


When you need it most 


— cash on demand 


A long-term illness can affect you in more ways than one. It could 
affect your financial well-being as well. 

At such a time a cash lump sum 
could make all the difference - 
perhaps to pay off the mortgage or 
pay for a much needed holiday. 

Find out how Allied Dunbar can 
help you protect your family’s 
future. Fill in the coupon or 
telephone me on 
024026 3396 * 


ALLI ED 

DUNBAR 

Member of LAUTRO 


To: L. Roy Perring CEng, MIProdE, MBIM, FL1A( dip ) 

Financial Planning Consultant 

representing Allied Dunbar Assurance pic 

Private Office: “Timbers”, 5 Hartmoor Close, Stokenchurch 

High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP 14 3QL 

Yes please, I would like to know more about protecting my family’s future 

Name: 

Address: 


Post Code: Telephone: 



A simple creed 

THIS is a column dedicated to “basics”. If so, there 
could be nothing more basic than the earliest baptismal 
creed of the Church. It consists of just four words, 
“Jesus Christ is Lord”, and it is to be found in Acts 
2, 36, Rom 10,9, 1 Cor 12.3 and Phil 2.11. 

So those early Christians did not have to struggle with the 
creeds with which we are familiar: the Apostles’, the Nicene 
and the Athanasian. The Church of the first century rested 
on that simple affirmation. 

But it was more than a formulary; it was a battle cry. They 
sang it in the catacombs of Rome. They proclaimed it before 
the Roman magistrates, when they were arrested for their 
faith. They rejoiced in it when they driven into the am- 
phitheatre to face the hungry lions there. 

The very simplicity of their faith may account for the stag- 
gering success of the early missionaries in their mission to the 
world — the whole empire formally Christian within 300 years, 
and today one third of the human race supposedly Christian. 

In a world which they watched crumbling beneath them, 
they stood on this rock. The same could become true for to- 
day, with the landscape of the communist world changing 
beyond recognition, with the rise of Islamic fundamentalism, 
the rediscovery of “Europe”, and not least the global warm- 
ing which threatens the whole human race with extinction. 

In such a world it is good to know that Jesus Christ is Lord 
of all, the master of the universe, the disposer of history and 
the saviour of mankind. 

That simple message might strike a note amongst those who 
feel that their familiar world is crumbling beneath them. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is a former Archbishop of York and the author of 
numerous books. He lives in Bloxham, near Banbury. 







Until now the only cure for serious roof problems was to strip 
off the entire roof and replace all defective felt, nails, tiles and 
slates. This is a very complex business, but now there is a real 
alternative which represents much better value for money. 

The Rentacure process consists of spraying a layer of foam to 
the inside of the roof which dries to a rock hard layer bonding 
all slates and tiles into the correct position. This layer is 
weatherproof and fire retardant and is the answer to roof pro- 
blems, guaranteed for 15 years. 

Because Rentacure technicians work in your loft, there is no 
inconvenience, no scaffolding and no mess that is normally as- 
sociated with re-roofing. 

The Rentacure process is completed within significantly less 
time than re-roofing and can also be applied to flat roofs and 
asbestos roofs. 

If your roof needs attention 

Tel: (0993) 771632 



for immediate attention. 

ROOF RENOVATION SYSTEM 
FROM RENTACURE 
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